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Present: Chairperson Kondak; Vice-Chairperson O’Reilly; Members: Davis, Ross and  
Schmitt 

 
Absent: Arvant and Greening  
 
Also:  Village Manager, Wilson   
  Assistant Manager, Marshall  
  Council member, Mooney 
   
Chairperson Kondak called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village municipal building at 
18500 W. Thirteen Mile Road.   
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA/APPROVE AGENDA 
Schmitt proposed adding an agenda item 6A. “Discuss Removal of Heavy Equipment from 
Beverly Park”. There were no objections to amending the agenda to add this item.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 18, 2010 PARKS & RECREATION BOARD 
MEETING  
 Motion by O’Reilly, second by Kondak, that the minutes of a meeting of the Parks and 

Recreation Board held on February 18, 2010 be approved as submitted.     
   
 Motion passed (5 – 0).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council member Rosanne Koss thanked members for their hard work and dedication to the park. 
She offered to her help wherever needed at the Memorial Day carnival.  
 
Janet Mooney, representing the Village Woman’s Club, updated the Board on the silent auction 
that will take place during the Memorial Day carnival.   
 
Matt Roman of 32021 Weston asked for an item to be placed on the agenda for next month’s 
Parks and Recreation Board meeting. He and others would like to make a presentation and 
request the use of Beverly Park for a Community Food Garden.   
 
UPDATE ON EAGLE SCOUT PROJECTS 
This item was delayed until later in the meeting.  
 
DISCUSS PREPARATIONS FOR MEMORIAL DAY PARADE AND CARNIVAL 
O’Reilly referenced an article on the Memorial Day events that appeared in the March issue of 
the Villager Newsletter. There will be another piece including details in the newsletter to be 
published next quarter. An article on the parade and carnival will appear in the Birmingham 
Eagle newspaper in the next week or two. An individual representing the Eagle has committed to 
having a photographer at the Memorial Day events.  
 
The Parks and Recreation Board sent 141 letters earlier this month soliciting contributions from 
businesses and individuals. Donations have started to come in with $800 received from sponsors 
to date.  
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O’Reilly reported that Oakland County has confirmed that it will sponsor a Diaper Derby at the 
carnival. The County will also provide the inflatables it furnished last year at no cost with the 
exception of a $100 fee for generator use. The ReMax hot air balloon ride is no longer in use. 
Galactic Transport Authority was contacted about providing carnival games. O’Reilly listed the 
games that will be available for the carnival including a new Laser Tag facility. The showmobile 
has been reserved for the event, and the Straw Hat Band has committed to perform during the 
carnival. Suggestions were presented as a theme for this year’s parade and carnival.  
 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by Davis, to select the theme “Honoring Our Heroes” for the 

2010 Memorial Day Carnival and Parade.  
 
 Motion passed (5 – 0).   
 
Board members chose Sylvia Granader as the Grand Marshal of the Memorial Day Parade if she 
is able to be present that day. Mrs. Granader was recently honored with the Congressional Gold 
Medal for her service with the Woman Airforce Service Pilots, or WASPs, during WWII. If Mrs. 
Granader cannot accept, the Board would bestow the honor of Grand Marshal on Stan Pasieka.  
 
O’Reilly related that he had a conversation with Bill Damman from Ace Hardware about 
sponsorship for the Memorial Day event. O’Reilly asked for clarification and a consensus of the 
Board as to what a business could do in terms of sponsorship, displaying an advertising banner,  
and handing out promotional items.  
 
Pat Westerlund added that business owners have asked him about driving a vehicle with signs in 
the parade and handing something out to people along the route. He would rather have a business 
owner participate by providing a float with some level of entertainment and displaying a sign on 
that float. He would encourage businesses to sponsor entertainers who perform in the parade, a 
marching band, or a float. Westerlund sought direction from the Board on how to address 
questions from businesses.  
 
There followed discussion on a consistent policy that the Board could follow in terms of 
advertising by businesses at the Memorial Day parade and carnival. Members deliberated as to 
how far they wanted to go with allowing businesses to display banners during the parade or 
carnival. It was noted that a banner was hung in the pavilion last year to identify all of the 
individuals or businesses that sponsored the 2009 Memorial Day events.   
 
There was agreement that the presence of government officials such as state representatives and 
judges in the parade was traditional. Businesses will need to sponsor something in order to 
display advertising. Entertainers such as the calliope, unicyclists, clowns, bagpipes, jugglers, 
marching bands, drum and fife corps charge a fee of approximately $200 to perform in the 
parade.   
 
The Parks and Recreation Board determined that the policy would be that a contribution of $500 
or more from a business would sponsor an entertainer, float, or group of their choice and allow 
that business to display a banner not to exceed a certain size, perhaps 2’ x 6’. The banner may be 
displayed on the park fence or tennis court fence to be determined by the Parks and Recreation 
Board. These sponsors can distribute handouts along the parade route but not at the carnival.   
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Westerlund reported on the progress being made to secure participants for this year’s parade. 
There will be an article in the Villager requesting community participation in the parade in terms 
of neighborhood groups providing entertainment. He asked that people contact him if they have 
any ideas for the parade.  
 
Westerlund requested that consideration be given to relocating the cable television production 
van and reviewing stand so that the rebroadcast shows people enjoying themselves along the 
parade route. Marshall replied that this is being addressed with the cable access management 
company.  
 
UPDATE ON EAGLE SCOUT PROJECTS 
Drew Steffes from Troop 1024 reported on the status of his Eagle Scout project, which is to stain 
the sled hill fence and replace damaged boards. He will contact Ellen Marshall from the Village 
about purchasing supplies. Steffes commented on the timing of his project. He anticipates 
starting on April 5.  
 
DISCUSS COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
There was no update. 
 
PICNIC IN THE PARK UPDATE 
O’Reilly informed the Board that Arvant and Marshall have been in contact with Oakland 
County Parks and Recreation. The County will provide a Mobile Recreation Unit called, “Old 
School Playground Program” at no charge for the July 21st Picnic in the Park. It is described as a 
1960s era playground box on wheels. Activities will include the following: whiffle ball baseball, 
Nok hockey boards, kickball/4 square, hula hoops, parachutes, marbles/jacks, gimp lanyards, 
Silly Putty/Play-Doh, yo-yo's, scoops, and sidewalk chalk to name a few. The county will 
provide individuals to run it from 6:00-7:30 p.m.  
 
DISCUSS REMOVAL OF HEAVY EQUIPMENT FROM BEVERLY PARK 
Schmitt prefaced his motion by mentioning that Beverly Park received a renovated pavilion and 
new playground equipment as a result of a citizens initiative. It was his view that the park should 
no longer be used as a storage area for DPW equipment. Currently there is heavy equipment 
parked in Beverly Park and piles of broken concrete, sand, and soil. Barrels are blocking off 
areas where the equipment is being stored.  
 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by O’Reilly, that the Parks and Recreation Board recommend 

that the Village prohibit the use of Beverly Park as a storage area for heavy equipment 
and construction materials.  

 
Manager Wilson stated that the equipment in the park is being used for the ongoing sanitary 
sewer rehabilitation project. The contractor, Lanzo Lining, is using the park as a staging area for 
equipment used for sewer work that will be going on for the next four months.  
 
Schmitt observed that the DPW yard behind the Village municipal building is empty. He 
reiterated that the equipment is an eyesore in the park, and it is too heavy for the asphalt parking 
lot. Kondak added that use of the park will increase with the upcoming baseball season and the 
Memorial Day events.   
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Wilson said that he will work with Public Services Director Meszler and the contractor to 
determine an alternative arrangement.    
 
 Motion passed (5 – 0).  
 
DISCUSS FUTURE PARK PROJECTS UTILIZING DEDICATED MILLAGE FUNDS 
Kondak reviewed that park improvement projects discussed at previous meetings were 
landscaping and irrigation. Action was taken last fall to provide additional landscaping in the 
area around the pavilion. A proposal has not yet been developed for the scope and cost of 
irrigation in the park. These and other suggestions for park improvements should be considered 
and pursued by the Parks and Recreation Board.  
 
Schmitt suggested that irrigation be considered around the pavilion to the playground area. A 
plan and estimated cost should be determined prior to going out for bids on this project.  
 
Board members discussed areas in the park where there is a need for additional trees or shrubs. 
The park lost 156 trees to the emerald ash borer disease several years ago. It was noted that 
Goldner Walsh has offered to develop a comprehensive landscape plan for Beverly Park. 
Westerlund stated that he could provide a potential bidder with an AutoCAD drawing of the park 
in an electronic file for use in preparing their layout.   
 
REVIEW AND CONSIDER LARGE GROUP SURVEYS – PIERCE PRESCHOOL, 
TOTH, OEN, AND MAXWELL 
There were no objections to the large group event planning forms.  
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Mooney offered his support as the new Council liaison to the Parks and Recreation Board. He 
communicated that Council was astounded by the efforts of this Board and Patrick Westerlund’s 
group to preserve the annual Memorial Day parade and carnival in Beverly Hills. Mooney will 
do whatever he can to assist with the event.     
 
On a serious note, Mooney stated that this community will not remain the same as it has in past 
years if the millage proposal is not approved in November. He suggested that Board members 
urge their friends and neighbors to attend meetings in their neighborhood where Council will be 
discussing the millage proposal. 
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Manager Wilson informed the Board that the Beverly Hills Athletic Club has approached Village 
administration with a request to reserve and use the two tennis courts in the park for a period of 
time this summer as part of their program. There are times when the Club needs more than the 
four tennis courts on their property to support their tennis program. There are 12 days in June 
and July when they are asking for 3 to 6 hours for a total 52 hours.  
  
There is a provision in Chapter 6 (Parks) of the Village Municipal Code stating that the Park 
Superintendent, which is the Village Manager, can issue a permit if Council approves of the 
activity. Wilson wanted to bring this to the Parks and Recreation Board. Items to consider are 
whether the Village wants to allow a private club to reserve the tennis courts for periods of time 
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during the day exclusively for their use and whether the Village should ask for remuneration for 
that use.  
 
Wilson related the hours and dates requested. He referred to the park deed restrictions. The 
question is whether this is an appropriate use of the facilities.  
 
The Board discussed the proposal. It was questioned whether this is a one-time request by 
Beverly Hills Athletic Club to use the tennis courts to host the annual end of summer tournament 
among various swim clubs in the area. Board members had no objections to the Club reserving 
the tennis courts for the days and times requested. They would suggest a voluntary donation.  
 
Westerlund mentioned that being a Beverly Hills resident is a requirement of membership at the 
Beverly Hills Athletic Club. People using the tennis courts will be Village residents.  
 
Wilson noted that Council will have to approve a permit; administration would erect appropriate 
signage to indicate the times tennis courts are reserved.  
 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by Ross, that the Parks and Recreation Board recommend that 

Council authorize the Park Superintendent to grant exclusive use of the tennis courts on a 
limited basis at the discretion of Village Administration.  

 
 Motion passed (5 – 0).  
 
BOARD COMMENTS  
Ross proposed contacting the local Little League organization about hosting the 11 and 12-year- 
old team tournament. The Little League would provide all the needed materials. She brought this 
to the attention of the Board to receive its support before proceeding with arrangements. The 
event occurs in the evening the week after July 4th and runs for one week. There were no 
objections from Board members.  
 
Davis had a question on the Parks and Recreation revenue and expense worksheet for February, 
2010. She asked  for information on a park site improvement in the amount of $9,303.70. Wilson 
will ask Finance Director Wiszowaty to contact the Board via email with a response.   
 
Schmitt welcomed new liaison John Mooney and will look forward to his support. He suggested 
that the Board meet in Beverly Park next month.   
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m.  
 

 


	Absent: Arvant and Greening 

