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Present: Chairperson Kondak; Vice-Chairperson O’Reilly; Members: Arvant, Davis, 
Greening and Ross   

 
Absent: Schmitt 
 
Also:  Assistant Manager, Marshall  
  Council member, Oen 
   
Vice-Chairperson O’Reilly called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village municipal 
building at 18500 W. Thirteen Mile Road. Kondak entered the meeting at 7:32 p.m.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 19, 2009 PARKS & RECREATION BOARD 
MEETING  
 Motion by O’Reilly, second by Arvant, that the minutes of a meeting of the Parks and 

Recreation Board held on January 21, 2010 be approved as submitted.     
   
 Motion passed (6 – 0).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
DISCUSS WINTER FAMILY FUN DAY 2010 
Ross reported on the success of this year’s Winter Family Fun Day. Suggestions for next year’s 
event were discussed. New ideas included sled dog races, toboggan run/slide using inner tubes, 
tents with handouts hosted by local businesses, warming center, fire pits, broom hockey on ice 
rink, and a performance by a skate club member. The Board will pursue financial assistance from 
the Oakland County Park Department to put on a bigger winter event. It was mentioned that 
County Commissioner Marcia Gershenson offered to introduce the idea of Oakland County 
Parks participation in a winter event at the southern end of the county.    
 
DISCUSS PREPARATIONS FOR MEMORIAL DAY PARADE AND CARNIVAL 
O’Reilly prepared an article to be included in the Villager newsletter announcing the Memorial 
Day parade and carnival. It includes a call to all veterans living in Beverly Hills in order to give 
them special recognition. O’Reilly asked for suggestions on a theme for the 2010 event; this will 
be decided at next month’s meeting. Letters are ready to be mailed to potential sponsors. 
Members were requested to provide O’Reilly with names of any individuals or business owners 
who may be interested in contributing to the event. It was emphasized that sponsors do not have 
to live or own a business in Beverly Hills.  
 
O’Reilly  informed the Board that Oakland County Parks has offered to present a Diaper Derby 
at the carnival. The Diaper Derby is a crawling race for babies that rewards a king and queen 
with a crown and a large bag of diapers. The County would provide staff to coordinate the event 
and bring the equipment necessary to conduct the race. There would be no charge to the 
participants or the Village for this event. Board members agreed that this would be a fun addition 
to the carnival. 
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Greening related that she has contacted the owner of RE/MAX real estate company about 
providing tethered air balloon rides in the park on the day of the carnival. Board members were 
interested in this activity.  
 
There was a consensus to reserve a show mobile this year and invite the Straw Hat Band to 
perform during the carnival. The group charges a fee, but the money is donated to a scholarship 
fund. Ellen Marshall was asked to reserve the show mobile. Marching bands will be requested to 
play in the parade. Details involving games and volunteers were discussed.  
 
DISCUSS POTENTIAL EVENTS FOR THIS SUMMER 
Arvant remarked that any event that brings the community together in Beverly Park is good. An 
event like the Winter Family Fun Day has minimal cost, yet people come out to the park and 
have a great time. There are events that can be done in the park for very little money. Arvant 
asked if proceeds generated from the Memorial Day carnival can be used to fund a summer event 
in the park.  
 
O’Reilly reviewed that the Council approved the Board’s request to transfer money raised at the 
2009 Memorial Day carnival into the Park Capital Projects Fund less $3,000 retained in a 
liability account to be used towards organizing the 2010 Memorial Day events. The question is 
whether the capital project money can be used for something other than park capital 
improvements or if an amendment can be made to use a portion of the money for a summer event 
in the park. That fund is reserved for park use. Board members were sensitive to requesting funds 
from Council for a park event in these difficult economic times.  
 
Arvant outlined proposals for possible park events:  
 

o Picnic at the Park. This would be a free event where people would pack a picnic dinner or 
pizza and come out to the park on a predetermined date during the week. A business may 
be called upon to provide free popsicles or ice cream. Games could be organized for the 
kids.   

 
o Music in the Park. This would be a lesser event than the prior concerts in the park. Arvant 

had a local musician in mind who could play in the pavilion for about two hours at a cost 
of about $300. People would be encouraged to bring a picnic dinner and enjoy some 
music.  

 
o Concert in the Park. This event would entail the cost of renting a show mobile and 

contracting with a band. Depending on the entertainment, the Board could probably 
accomplish this for about $1,000. The event would be held on a week night.  

 
o Barn Dance in the Pavilion. This would involve hiring a square dance caller at a charge 

of $250 for two hours. This individual brings all the necessary equipment. A barbeque 
meal could be considered in conjunction with this event if the Board wanted to ask 
people to pay for a meal. 

 



PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES – FEBRUARY 18, 2010 – PAGE 3 

o Backyard Drive-In. A company brings in a large movie screen, projector, a technician 
and a popcorn machine. The cost is $1,500-$1,800. This may be cost prohibitive.  

 
o Tailgate Event on a Saturday afternoon in September or early October. Residents would 

come to the park with their families to tailgate in the afternoon. The event could include 
donated hot dogs and music by a local marching band.  

 
It was the consensus of the Board to pursue the idea of a picnic in the park this summer possibly 
followed by a Barn Dance event in the pavilion this fall. The date of Wednesday, July 21 was 
selected for the summer picnic starting at 4 p.m. until the park closes. Clerk Marshall was asked 
to reserve the pavilion for that day and time.   
 
Marshall suggested that the Board consider inviting the Humane Society to conduct an Adopt-a-
Pet activity in the park. It would be a free park event.   
 
DISCUSS ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
Janet Mooney is working with Manager Chris Wilson on drafting bylaws for a Community 
Foundation in Beverly Hills. Mooney was seeking confirmation that the Parks and Recreation 
Board would like to proceed in this direction before continuing work on creating a 501c3 
organization.  
 
Mooney related that there are initial decisions to be made by the Board including the name of the 
foundation and the make up of the board. Members agreed to call the foundation “Friends of 
Beverly Park”. There followed a discussion on the composition of the foundation board in terms 
of Parks and Recreation Board members and members at large. The consensus was to have no 
more than three Parks and Recreation Board members on the foundation board. Park Board 
members had questions about the operation of a community foundation in terms of project and 
funding approval. This will be a discussion item at next month’s meeting.   
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Temporary Council liaison Oen reported that, at its last meeting, Council appointed three 
subcommittees to communicate information to the electorate on the financial condition of the 
Village and the upcoming millage proposal.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Marshall informed the Board that the Lupus Foundation and the American Cancer Society 
contacted the Village to use Beverly Park for a fund-raising walk this year. Both were approved 
by Council. The Cancer Society Relay for Life is an overnight event to be held on Saturday, June 
12-13. People will have the opportunity to rent the pavilion while that event is going on. The 
Lupus Foundation has asked to reschedule its event approved for May 22 to Saturday, June 5, 
which is a date that does not conflict with the Susan G. Komen Detroit Race for the Cure.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS   
Greening reported that she was notified by the public safety department that vandals removed the 
hand-carved squirrel from the lost & found pole constructed by Don Greening.   
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Ross stated that she had fun organizing the Winter Family Fun Day this year. 
 
Arvant congratulated Ross on the great winter event adding that it’s good to see people coming 
out to Beverly Park. Arvant was excited about the July 21 picnic in the park.    
 
O’Reilly commended Ross on the wonderful Winter Family Fun Day. He conveyed comments 
from Phil Schmitt, who could not be present. Schmitt would like to recognize Council members 
Stearn, Mooney and Peddie for joining in the Winter Family Fun Day festivities. He also wanted 
to ask administration to stop plowing the snow on the sidewalks in the park south of the parking 
lot.  
 
Kondak thanked Ross for doing an excellent job of organizing the Winter Family Fun Day. He 
thanked all of the Board members for their participation and involvement.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:07 p.m.  


	Absent: Schmitt

