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Present: Council: President Stearn; President Pro-Tem Koss Members: Berndt, Briggs,  
  Mooney and Peddie 
 
 Parks & Recreation Board: Chairperson O’Reilly; Vice-Chair Greening; 

Members: Arvant, Davis, Kondak, Nagle and Schmitt 
 
Absent:  Council: Oen 
 
Chairperson O’Reilly called the joint meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board and the Village 
Council to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village municipal building at 18500 W. Thirteen Mile Road.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING OF 
NOVEMBER 20, 2008 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by Nagle, that the minutes of a regular meeting of the Parks 

and Recreation Board held on November 20, 2008 be approved as submitted.  
   
 Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
DISCUSS PREPARATIONS FOR 2009 WINTER FAMILY FUN DAY 
Winter Family Fun Day will be held on Sunday, January 25 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. in Beverly 
Park. Arvant reported that preparations for the event are going well. Notices have gone out to the 
schools. Articles publicizing the event appeared in the Eccentric and Eagle newspapers.  
 
Arvant has talked to Village administration about maintaining the ice rink in the park. She has 
checked with Board members about providing sports equipment for the activities. She will be 
picking up snow shoes from the Environmental Center. Greening will provide hot chocolate; 
Starbucks will donate coffee; Arvant will bring cookies. There will be volunteers from Groves 
High School and the Boy Scouts.  
 
Arvant informed those present that County Commissioner Marcia Gershenson has donated $100 
toward the Winter Family Fun Day. Everything is going according to plans; we are hoping for 
good weather.  
 
DISCUSS ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
O’Reilly recalled that, several years ago, former Council President Dave Domzal advocated the 
creation of a community foundation for the Village, which never materialized. At a recent 
strategy session of Council, the Village Manager proposed that the Village establish a 
community foundation. It was suggested that there may be residents who would consider the 
Village of Beverly Hills in their trust or estate at some point. The Village could build an 
endowment fund for the community, and some of that money could possibly fund capital 
improvements in the park.  
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The Community Foundation of Southeast Michigan has become active in setting up foundations 
for municipalities. Stearn proposed exploring the potential of setting up a community foundation 
for the Village. It has been suggested that the Parks and Recreation Board may be a good group 
to initiate and manage this program.  
 
Arvant related that she and Nagle met with County Commissioner Marcia Gershenson to discuss 
fundraising and the creation of a community foundation. Gershenson emphasized that effort 
should be focused on generating money. We need to identify all of the things in the community 
that require financial support and focus one group on obtaining funding for all of those activities. 
Gershenson made the point that there are affluent people in the community who may be 
interested in contributing to the foundation. She suggested focusing on individuals, businesses, 
and corporate sponsorships. Arvant and Nagle questioned whether fund raising was within the 
scope of the Parks and Recreation Board.  
 
There followed discussion on the fund raising aspect of a community foundation. Briggs 
proposed that a fund raising committee could be established as part of creating a community 
foundation. It was noted that Beverly  Hills does not have a principal shopping district like some 
surrounding communities.  
 
Greening thought that every homeowner in the Village should be taxed a small amount annually 
for park upkeep and activities. Berndt questioned the cost of maintaining the park that we have. 
O’Reilly responded that last year the Parks and Recreation Board presented Council with an 
analysis of what was needed in terms of a capital improvements budget to maintain existing park 
capital improvements. It was determined that the target was $67,000 per year to preserve our 
park assets into the future.  
 
Stearn proposed that, if the Village could raise $250,000 as a base and receive donations from 
people over time, it would have an endowment with some income generating possibilities. There 
is a need for creative thinking in terms of providing future funding for Village needs.   
 
There were questions about the formation and operation of a community foundation and whether 
it was within the capabilities of this Board. O’Reilly and Briggs were willing to meet with Dave 
Domzal and other interested individuals to form a start up committee to look into a community 
foundation and determine what kind of effort and resources it entails. Maybe there will be some 
groundwork laid for the next Parks and Recreation Board meeting.  
 
DISCUSS FUNDING FOR ANNUAL PARK MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENTS 
Schmitt proposed discontinuing the “Buy a Brick” program, which is no longer bringing in 
money. Consideration could be given to reviving it at another time. It was the sense of the Parks 
and Recreation Board to suspend the program.    
 
The Board requested a more comprehensive reporting of Parks and Recreation revenue and 
expenses from administration. They asked for a clearer accounting of the “Buy A Brick” 
program.  
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O’Reilly stated that it was understood that the Village is experiencing financial difficulties in 
terms of a budget deficit this year and critical funding issues in future years. An expenditure of 
up to $1,350 for the Winter Family Fun Day was approved by a 4-3 vote of Council at its last 
meeting. There will be no concerts in the park this summer. There was a question as to whether 
the Women’s Club would be organizing and sponsoring the Memorial Day parade and carnival 
this year.  
 
Council and Board members agreed that the Memorial Day parade and carnival in the park has 
brought the community together for many years, and no one wants to see the festivities end. 
Stearn asked if the Parks and Recreation Board would consider working with the Village 
Women’s Club or taking over organization of the parade and carnival.  
 
Greening thought that there were people who would volunteer to help with the event but do not 
want to be in charge. She has worked on organizing the Memorial Day parade and carnival in 
past years and recalled that it was accomplished with a limited budget at that time. Many people 
in the Village participated in producing the parade and carnival activities including boy and girl 
scout troops and local schools. Greening asked if the Parks and Recreation Board could count on 
Council to attend and assist with the event. Koss agreed that Council needs to be involved with 
the Memorial Day celebration.    
 
Don Greening suggested that the Parks and Recreation Board reach out to the Women’s Club 
and offer to join with them to help put on the Memorial Day parade and carnival one last year 
before taking over. Their organization will either agree to the joint effort or decide that they will 
organize the event themselves. O’Reilly will contact a representative of the Women’s Club and 
inform them that the Parks and Recreation Board would like to help keep the Memorial Day 
Parade and Carnival going. He will ask what help they need.   
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
None 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Council liaison Briggs is looking forward to the Winter Family Fun Day. Mooney commented 
that the turnout at Beverly Park on snow days is phenomenal. The park is probably the best thing 
the Village has going for it.  
 
Stearn expressed concern about the steps on the sled hill when they get packed down with snow 
and ice. He asked that someone take a look at this situation.   
 
Stearn asked how much money was left in the dedicated park millage. The Village is short on 
cash, and the Parks and Recreation Board may need that money for next year’s capital 
improvement budget. Stearn thanked the Parks and Recreation Board for their hard work. 
  
O’Reilly responded that there will be roughly $23,000 in the dedicated park fund after 
expenditures of approximately $40,000 for the south baseball diamond improvements. The 
project has not gone out for bids as yet. The $23,000 is earmarked for landscaping and/or 
irrigation of the area around the pavilion.  
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Peddie offered her help with the Memorial Day event. Koss said that she was willing to assist the 
Board wherever she can.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Greening thought it was great that the Parks and Recreation Board with Council’s assistance was 
willing to take on the Memorial Day parade and carnival. She said that it would be a lot of work.  
 
Kondak was pleased with the turnout for the joint meeting with Council. Everyone realizes what 
it takes to have a good community. We need to work through the tough times. Kondak affirmed 
that the park is a big part of our Village.  
 
Davis commented that the Board has been asking for an accounting of Parks and Recreation 
funds. She requested clarification from administration on the financial summaries.   
   
Nagle stated that she and Arvant came to the meeting today with ideas to present for an art in the 
park event this summer. Park activities bring people together and create a closer community. 
Nagle thought that they would hold off on the art event in lieu of the discussion about assisting 
with the Memorial Day Parade and Carnival.  
 
Koss mentioned that the organizers of the art show held on the campus of St. Mary’s Schools in 
Orchard Lake are looking for a new venue for their three-day art show.  
 
Arvant said that she was awaiting the Winter Family Fun Day. She thanked Council for funding 
the event, noting that the costs will be minimal. She received a $100 donation from County 
Commissioner Gershenson. Councilman Briggs donated the cost of ink and printed out the flyers 
sent to the schools. Arvant will be at the park at 11 a.m. on January 25 to start setting up for the 
activities.   
 
Schmitt proposed that next year’s joint meeting with Council be held in the park in June. 
O’Reilly announced that the Cancer Society is holding a Relay for Life in the park on June 13-
14.    
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  
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