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Present: Chairperson Kondak; Vice-Chairperson O’Reilly; Members: Arvant, Davis, 
Greening, Ross and Schmitt  

 
Absent: None   
 
Also:  Council Liaison, Briggs 
 
Chairperson Kondak called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at Beverly Park.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF AUGUST 20, 2009 PARKS & RECREATION BOARD 
MEETING  
 Motion by Schmitt, second by O’Reilly, that the minutes of a meeting of the Parks and 

Recreation Board held on August 20, 2009 be approved as submitted.   
   
 Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Janet Mooney of 19111 Devonshire commented that the Parks and Recreation Board has 
proposed inviting Finance Director Bob Wiszowaty to attend a meeting to explain how various 
park related budget line items are identified and disbursed. She maintained that park accounts are 
currently established based on park needs prior to the Beverly Park renovation program. 
Consideration should be given to updating line items to better serve the purpose of maintaining 
the park improvements.  
 
Mooney congratulated Bill Kondak on his appointment as chairperson of the Parks and 
Recreation Board.  
 
STATUS OF SOUTH BALL DIAMOND RENOVATION 
O’Reilly stated that the south baseball diamond renovations have been completed. The work 
included installation of new fencing material, painting of the current backstop, and installation of 
clay bricks in the area of the batter’s boxes, catcher’s box and pitcher’s mound to diminish 
erosion in those areas. He commented that the south diamond looks great.  
 
O’Reilly related that a portion of the backstop on the north diamond was not painted as part of 
this project because the quote received for this item was higher than expected. It was suggested 
that the work may be done by a volunteer.  
 
Council member Briggs complimented the Board on the renovated ball field. He reported on a 
conversation with the Little League president relative to their organization raising money for 
additional field renovations. O’Reilly suggested that Little League officers come before the 
Parks and Recreation Board with their plans and request approval.  
 
Don Greening of 19289 Riverside Drive said that he and John Mooney would volunteer to paint 
the wood dugout posts dark brown to improve their appearance and perhaps add fascia board to 
the dugouts. The opaque stain would preserve the wood and improve the look of the dugouts.  
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 Motion by Schmitt, second by Arvant, to recommend that administration authorize an 
expenditure not to exceed $150 from the park dedicated millage fund to purchase paint 
for use on the dugout posts at Beverly Park.  

  
 Motion passed (7 – 0).  
 
SOLICITATION OF HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS FOR EVENT IDEAS 
There was discussion at a recent Parks and Recreation Board meeting relative to making plans to 
organize an activity in the park next summer. As a result of this conversation, O’Reilly drafted a 
letter and mailed it to active neighborhood association presidents asking them for suggestions on 
events that could be held in the park next summer. The letter requests that the association 
representatives provide the Board not only with input on activities they would like to see in the 
park next summer but whether they would assist the Board in sponsoring an event. The letter was 
sent to 29 homeowner and condominium associations in the Village requesting responses.  
 
O’Reilly stated that a homeowner who was part of the Great Lakes Barbeque Association 
approached the Village with a suggestion that his group could possibly put on an event in the 
park next summer. He mentioned that Board members may be receiving ideas and suggestions 
from members of the public in response to this correspondence.  
 
REVIEW AND CONSIDER PARK LANDSCAPING 
Davis stated that she would like to see further beautification of the park in the form of 
landscaping. She has contacted the owner of Goldner Walsh greenhouse, an impressive and well-
known establishment in the area. The owner has agreed to prepare a plan for landscaping in 
Beverly Park at no charge and to offer a discount to the Village on plant material. Davis 
proposed that members of the Board visit this individual at the Pontiac greenhouse on a Saturday 
morning to discuss ideas and locations for plantings. Goldner Walsh will come back to the Board 
with costs associated with a landscape plan.  
 
In response to an inquiry, Davis remarked that she has not researched costs associated with 
irrigation of park plantings.  
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Council Liaison Briggs thought that there may be a need for the Board to meet with Finance 
Director Wiszowaty to receive a clear understanding of the role of various parks and recreation 
accounts.  
 
Briggs related that it was mentioned at the last Council meeting that the Halloween Hoot was in 
jeopardy due to lack of funding this year. Council would like this community event to continue.   
 
Greening stated that Parks and Recreation Board members have physically helped with the Hoot 
every year but have had nothing to do with raising money or organizing the event. The 
Halloween Hoot was an independent activity and it has had excellent support and funding in past 
years. It has been past practice to accept donations at the event.  
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Greening questioned into which account money earned from the Memorial Day Parade and 
Carnival was deposited. Briggs responded that Council will move this money to a park capital 
fund as part of its regular process of budget amendment resolutions. Greening suggested that a 
portion of the net proceeds be set aside for seed money to be used for next year’s Memorial Day 
events.  
 
Janet Mooney reiterated that there is a need to clarify and modify account descriptions. It was 
agreed that there is an ongoing issue in terms of what is maintenance and what is a capital 
expense.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
None 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Schmitt referred to a comment from Assistant Manager Marshall at the last meeting with respect 
to placing an order for personalized paving bricks. She indicated that it would be the last brick 
order. Schmitt affirmed that the Board had voted to discontinue the paving brick fund raiser over 
a year ago.  
 
Schmitt applauded Council for how it handled the appropriation of funds for wood chips and 
parking lot work.   
 
Davis requested support for beautification of the park with additional landscaping. Greening 
commented on the use of money raised by the Parks and Recreation Board.  
 
Ross suggested that it might be time to consider hosting a Little League baseball tournament in 
the park next summer now that the ball diamonds have been improved. She related what this 
event would entail.  
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


	Absent: None  

