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Present: Chairperson O’Reilly; Vice-Chairperson Greening; Members: Arvant, Kondak 
and Ross  

 
Absent: Davis and Schmitt   
 
Also:  Assistant Manager/Clerk, Marshall    
  Council Liaison, Briggs 
 
Chairperson O’Reilly called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at Beverly Park.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF JULY 16, 2009 PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING  
The minutes were corrected to reflect that Greening is the Vice-Chairperson of the Board.   
 
 Motion by Kondak, second by Arvant, that the minutes of a meeting of the Parks and 

Recreation Board held on July 16, 2009 be approved as amended.   
   
 Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Dan Nelson of 32311 Sheridan was present in the audience.  
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
O’Reilly nominated Bill Kondak for the position of chairperson of the Parks and Recreation 
Board. There were no further nominations. Kondak was elected chairperson by acclamation.  
 
Arvant nominated Jim O’Reilly as Vice-Chair of the Parks and Recreation Board. There were no 
further nominations. O’Reilly was elected Vice-Chairperson by acclamation.  
 
Kondak remarked that he was honored to be selected as chair of the Parks and Recreation Board 
and he looked forward to assuming the responsibilities.  
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Briggs congratulated the new chairperson and vice-chair of the Board and looked forward to 
working with them. He questioned the status of the south diamond renovations. Briggs 
encouraged the Parks and Recreation Board to apply for the 2009 Forestry Grant.  
 
REVIEW AND CONSIDER APPLYING FOR 2009 COMMUNITY FORESTRY GRANT 
Applications are now available for Michigan’s 2009 Community Forestry Grant program. The 
grant is funded through the USDA Forest Service, State and Private Forestry Program. This year, 
approximately $100,000 will be awarded statewide for projects that can help communities 
enhance the benefits of trees, incorporate new technology, promote volunteerism, conserve 
and/or expand community tree cover and stimulate community pride and support for this 
valuable resource. Completed grant applications must be received by August 31, 2009.  
 
It was noted that the Village has applied and been rejected for this grant since 2003. O’Reilly 
related that the maximum amount a municipality can receive for tree planting is $4,000, which 
involves a matching grant from the community. Only $35,000 of the $100,000 will be set aside 
for tree planting.  
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 Motion by Arvant, second by Greening, that the Parks and Recreation Board direct 
Village administration to apply to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for a 
matching grant to plant trees through the 2009 Community Forestry Grant Program and 
to submit the application by August 31, 2009. 

 
    Motion passed (5 – 0).     
 
STATUS OF SOUTH DIAMOND RENOVATION 
It was reported at last month’s meeting that bids were opened for renovations to the south 
baseball diamond. Council accepted the low bid from Great Lakes Fence Co. in the amount of 
$6,560.00. A separate purchase was made for clay bricks, which have been installed by the DPW 
staff at the pitcher’s mound and batter’s and catcher’s boxes. Fencing work is expected to begin 
in about a week. There was a delay due to a back order on the fencing. 
 
O’Reilly reported that it was determined that a higher gauge fence was needed for the backstop. 
The proposal was to do the bottom six panels along the backstop. Upon further inspection, Public 
Services Director Meszler and a representative from the fencing company thought that two more 
panels should be added. The total cost will exceed the $6,500 bid amount, but not substantially. 
Once the backstop fencing is installed, it will be painted and the project will be completed. 
O’Reilly anticipates the work to be done by the next month’s meeting. Questions from Board 
members on the ball diamond renovation were addressed by O’Reilly.  
 
FINAL REVIEW OF ACCOUNTING FROM MEMORIAL DAY EVENT 
At last month’s meeting, the Board received Finance Director Wiszowaty’s general summary of 
receipts and expenses for the Memorial Day parade and carnival. Since that time, O’Reilly 
reviewed the costs and invoices and submitted a final accounting summary of the event that 
indicates an $8,920.98 profit generated by the Memorial Day carnival. His report itemized the 
income, expenses, and donations. A few questions from Board members were answered by 
O’Reilly.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Ellen Marshall informed the Board that she placed an order for seven personalized paving bricks 
at the end of July. This will be the last brick order for quite a while. Marshall mentioned that she 
placed articles in the newsletter publicizing the paving brick fund raiser, which resulted in very 
few orders in the last year.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Greening reviewed that Board members have been discussing how to achieve resident interest 
and input on activities they would like to attend in the park next summer. She drafted an article 
for the next Villager newsletter in an attempt to generate a response from people regarding the 
type of park event they would attend and support.  
 
Greening said that she raised the topic of park activities at the West Beverly Association annual 
picnic and received quite a few enthusiastic ideas. She reminded people that the Parks and 
Recreation Board needs their donations or ideas for a self-supporting activity.   
 
Greening proposed inviting Finance Director Bob Wiszowaty to attend the next Parks and 
Recreation Board meeting to provide answers to Board questions regarding the accounting and 
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distribution of Parks and Recreation funds. What brought this to her attention was learning that 
the cost of wood chips for the playground was to come from the park pavilion rental account; she 
thought that this was a park maintenance expenditure.  
 
O’Reilly understood that Greening would like an accounting of where park related money is 
deposited and how it is spent. Board members related their inquiries. The Board will provide Mr. 
Wiszowaty with a list of questions to give him some direction. Kondak suggested that a couple 
of members go to the Village office to ask these questions and report back to the Board.   
 
Greening observed that the flower bed near the playground area is overgrown and needs 
attention. In answer to an inquiry, she was informed that the gazebo roof has been repaired.   
 
Arvant thanked Jim O’Reilly for his three years of service as chairperson of the Board. She 
thanked Bill Kondak for accepting the position of chairperson, noting that he will receive 
enthusiastic assistance from Board members.  
 
Ross reported that she searched the websites of a few neighboring communities to find out what 
types of parks and recreation activities they provide. She reported on some of the park programs 
sponsored by Ferndale, Royal Oak and Franklin. One thing these community events have in 
common is that they charge for their activities.  
 
Kondak said that he appreciated being elected as chair of the Parks and Recreation Board. He 
elaborated on Jim O’Reilly’s undertakings and accomplishments during his tenure as chairperson 
of the Board and thanked him for his leadership. He emphasized the fact that O’Reilly stepped 
forward and assumed the responsibility on behalf of the Board for organizing the Memorial Day 
parade and carnival. O’Reilly has been an excellent spokesman for the Parks and Recreation 
Board.  
 
O’Reilly thanked Kondak for his generous acclamation and for stepping forward to the position 
of chairperson of the Parks and Recreation Board.  
 
O’Reilly reported that the Birmingham-Beverly Hills Church Softball League donated $100 to 
Beverly Park for its use of the north diamond on Sundays.  
 
 Motion by O’Reilly, second by Kondak, that the Parks and Recreation Board recommend 

that Council accept the generous gift of the Birmingham-Beverly Hills Church Softball 
League for use of the ball diamonds for 2009.  

 
 Motion passed (5 – 0).  
 
O’Reilly informed the Board that wood chips have been ordered to spread around the playground 
area. Repairs will be made to the asphalt parking lot by Comeau Equipment Co. staff before the 
parking lot and basketball court are seal coated.  
 
EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT REPORT FROM CONNOR NOWLAND 
Connor Nowland with Boy Scout Troop 1024 and his father joined the meeting late and asked to 
present information on an Eagle Scout project. Connor Nowland outlined his proposal for an 
Eagle Scout project to build and mount bat houses on trees in Beverly Park and Riverside Park.  
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Nowland explained his plan to install 20-25 bat houses between Beverly Park and Riverside 
Park. Each bat house can house up to 30 or more brown bats. He is doing this to make the parks 
a more comfortable experience particularly later in the day. Bats can individually consume 1,000 
or more mosquitoes an hour, reducing the mosquito population in the parks as well as the chance 
of people contracting West Nile Virus.  
 
Nowland summarized product and installation information. He will order kits and construct the 
bat houses. The houses will be mounted on trees 12-15 ft. above ground and placed in direct 
sunlight in order to keep them warmer for the bats at night. They will be installed away from the 
play structures and ball fields. Nowland anticipated completing the project this fall. The cost of 
this project is estimated to be $605.  
 
Board members discussed the proposal and asked questions, which were addressed by Connor 
and his father. Members suggested that Connor seek funding from organizations including the 
Falcon Football organization, the Village Garden Club, and Village Woman’s Club.  
 
 Motion by Kondak, second by O’Reilly, to accept the Eagle Scout project presented by 

Connor Nowland to mount bat houses on trees in Beverly Park and in Riverside Park in 
accordance with the plans submitted.  

 
 Motion passed (5 – 0).  
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m.  
 
 
 


	Absent: Davis and Schmitt  

