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Present: Chairperson O’Reilly; Vice-Chairperson Greening; Members: Arvant, Davis, 
Kondak, Ross and Schmitt 

 
Absent: None  
 
Chairperson O’Reilly called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. at Beverly Park.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF JUNE 18, 2009 PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING  
 Motion by Schmitt, second by Kondak, that the minutes of a meeting of the Parks and 

Recreation Board held on June 18, 2009 be approved as submitted.  
   
 Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Janet Mooney of 19111 Devonshire related that she spoke with Dave Domzal about the Parks 
and Recreation Board’s interest in establishing a 501c3 nonprofit organization; he will compile a 
list of options and ideas for consideration by the Board. That information will be available in 
about 30 days. It was clarified that a community foundation would be established as a means of 
raising money for parks.  
  
WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBER LISA ROSS 
Members welcomed newly appointed member Lisa Ross to her first Parks and Recreation Board 
meeting. O’Reilly mentioned that Lisa Ross has been active in the Village with various 
recreational pursuits including Beverly Hills Little League, Patriot Football League, and 
currently the Groves High School football organization.  
 
It was noted that Bill Kondak and Jim O’Reilly were reappointed to the Board for another term.  
 
REVIEW FINAL ACCOUNTING FROM MEMORIAL DAY ACTIVITIES 
Board members reviewed a one-page summary of receipts and expenses for the Memorial Day 
parade and carnival prepared by Finance Director Bob Wiszowaty. The accounting indicated that 
the event brought in a profit of approximately $9,000.  
 
Members called attention to what they believed to be discrepancies in some of the amounts listed 
in the report from administration. O’Reilly said that he planned to meet with Mr. Wiszowaty to 
go through the figures thoroughly and discuss points raised by the Board. Members commented 
on the financial success of the event considering that this was their first attempt at organizing the 
Memorial Day Parade and Carnival.  
 
DISCUSS ART IN THE PARK POSSIBILITIES 
O’Reilly commented that he has not been in contact with anyone from the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Art Association about organizing an art show in Beverly Park. Davis obtained 
information on art shows sponsored by the Women of Bloomfield. She reported that the artists or 
vendors are charged an amount to participate in the events. O’Reilly suggested continuing 
discussion of an “art in the park” event at the next meeting after further contacts are made.  
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O’Reilly proposed that the Parks and Recreation Board consider organizing an event in the park 
next summer. Board members agreed that they should start making plans to have some type of 
activity in the park starting next year.  Greening suggested a movie night as an option or an old-
fashioned family picnic that would bring the community together. Arvant and Davis liked the 
idea of music in the park. Ross proposed asking other communities what events they have 
sponsored that have been successful.  
 
Greening raised the idea of placing a survey in the Villager Newsletter asking residents what 
type of summer park activity they would attend and/or support. The Parks and Recreation Board 
likes the idea of sponsoring an event in the park, but residents will not attend if they are not 
interested in the function.   
 
Another consideration was the cost of undertaking an event because the Village is not in a 
situation to offer financial support. Residents could be asked if and how much they would be 
willing to contribute to a specific event. O’Reilly asked for Greening’s assistance in designing a 
survey to be printed and mailed with an upcoming Villager Newsletter. A response would be 
requested by a certain date in order to tabulate the surveys and provide that information to the 
Board.   
 
Greening suggested inviting neighborhood association presidents to a Parks and Recreation 
Board meeting to provide input on what summer event their constituency would like to attend 
and whether they would be willing to help sponsor that activity. The topic could also be raised at 
subdivision association meetings.  
 
O’Reilly suggested that it may be as productive to contact representatives of homeowner 
associations by mail or call them and request the input of their constituency. He will prepare a 
letter to be mailed to active neighborhood associations asking them for suggestions or activities 
relative to events that could be held in the park next summer. The Board is also interested in 
involving associations with sponsoring these events. O’Reilly will send the letters and solicit 
responses by the August Parks and Recreation Board meeting. He will suggest that the 
association representative provide the Board with information about what activities they would 
like to see in the park next summer and/or what events they would like to be involved in next 
year. 
 
REVIEW AND CONSIDER LARGE GROUP SURVEY FOR PAUL THOMAS 
There were no objections to the large group event planning form.  
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
None 
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
O’Reilly reviewed that the Board approved a plan last fall for renovations to the south baseball 
diamond including fencing, painting the backstop, and installing clay bricks in the area of the 
batter’s boxes, catcher’s box and pitcher’s mound to reduce erosion. The specifications went out 
in April and bids were opened on June 23, 2009. Three bids were received with the low bid from 
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Great Lakes Fence Co. in the amount of $6,560.00. Council will consider approval of this bid at 
its July 21 meeting. 
 
O’Reilly related that administration purchased the clay bricks at a cost of about $1,200 and will 
have them installed at the end of this month. The fence contractor is available to do the work 
now.  Because the bid came in under the projected cost of the work, there will be additional 
money in the park dedicated millage fund for use on park landscaping or irrigation.  
  
Janet Mooney recalled that part of this project was going to include painting the backstop on the 
north diamond where it is showing rust.   
 
O’Reilly noted that Council designated July as National Recreation and Parks month at its last 
meeting.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS   
Board members welcomed Lisa Ross.  
 
Kondak remarked that the park has been well used this summer. In terms of maintenance, he 
observed that the stairs on the sled hill are overgrown with weeds. Janet Mooney related that 
Village staff has cut the weeds on the stairs and intends to have the park ranger spray the area to 
prevent their recurrence.    
 
Arvant said that she missed last month’s meeting at which time Cynthia Nagle was recognized. 
Arvant acknowledged that Cynthia was an invaluable member of the Board who will be missed.   
 
Ross asked if the holes in the sled hill would be filled. O’Reilly responded that the depressions in 
the hill are only filled in if they become dangerous for sledding. Ross volunteered to inquire as to 
what other Parks and Recreation Departments are offering their communities in terms of 
activities in their parks.  
 
Davis stated that she was pleased that the ball diamond bid was lower than estimated, which will 
allow additional money to be allocated for landscaping in the park. This will be an agenda item 
for next month’s meeting.  
 
Greening suggested that the picnic tables outside of the pavilion be moved back under the 
shelter. She welcomed Village Treasurer Peggy Linkswiler’s new baby, Greta.  
 
Schmitt welcomed Lisa Ross and addressed her as new chairperson of the Winter Family Fun 
Day.  
 
O’Reilly received a letter from Detroit Country Day School that included a $300 donation to the 
park for the use of ball diamonds in the spring of 2009.  
 
 Motion by Kondak, second by Schmitt, that the Parks and Recreation Board recommend 

that Council accept the gracious donation from Detroit Country Day School for use of the 
ball diamond in the spring of 2009.   
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 Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Greening asked that Village Administration provide a more complete accounting of donations 
received for park use.   
 
O’Reilly commented that there will be an election of officers at the August meeting. He urged 
members to consider assuming the position of chair or vice-chair.  
 
The  meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      


	Absent: None 

