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Present: Chairperson O’Reilly; Vice-Chair Greening; Members: Arvant, Davis, Kondak, 
Nagle and Schmitt 

 
Absent: None  
 
Also Present: Council liaison, Briggs 
  Village Clerk/Assistant Manager, Marshall 
 
Chairperson O’Reilly called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village municipal building 
at 18500 W. Thirteen Mile Road. He recognized new Council liaison to the Board, Walter 
Briggs.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING OF 
OCTOBER 16, 2008 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by Kondak, that the minutes of a regular meeting of the Parks 

and Recreation Board held on October 16, 2008 be approved as submitted.  
   
 Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
DISCUSS PREPARATIONS FOR 2009 WINTER FAMILY FUN DAY 
Winter Family Fun Day is scheduled to be held on Sunday, January 25 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. in 
Beverly Park. Arvant will organize the event this year. There will be an announcement in the 
Villager Newspaper and a press release sent to the local newspapers. Arvant reviewed some of 
the activities and plans with the individuals who will assist with various events. Early 
preparations involve arranging for refreshments and contacting the high schools for volunteers. 
Much of the preparation for the event will take place in December and January.   
  
STATUS OF TENNIS COURT RENOVATIONS AND BASEBALL FIELD BIDS 
O’Reilly reported that the tennis court renovations are complete. It was mentioned that painting 
of the fence would be an ideal boy scout project with supervision.  
 
Public Service Director Meszler will be preparing specifications for the renovation of the south 
baseball diamond within the next several weeks to be used to solicit bids on the project. The plan 
is to have the ball field renovations done next summer after the finish of the Little League 
season.  
  
COMMITTEE UPDATE REGARDING USE OF BALANCE OF AVAILABLE 
MILLAGE FUNDS 
O’Reilly asked if there was a subcommittee update on use of the balance of available dedicated 
millage funds. There will be approximately $23,000 remaining in the park dedicated millage 
fund after the renovation of the south baseball diamond.  
 
Davis reported that she requested a contractor to look at the park in the spring and provide 
information on the cost of irrigation. There will be further investigation on the use of a portion of 
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the millage money for landscaping needs in the park. She will advise Board members of 
upcoming subcommittee meetings.  
 
DISCUSS POSSIBLE CANCELLATION OF DECEMBER 18 MEETING  
 Motion by Davis, second by Greening, to cancel the December meeting of the Parks and 

Recreation Board.  
 
 Motion passed.  
 
DISCUSS POTENTIAL AGENDA ITEMS FOR UPCOMING JOINT MEETING WITH 
COUNCIL IN JANUARY 
A joint meeting between Council and the Parks and Recreation Board is scheduled for January 
15, 2009. The purpose of a joint meeting would be to review proposed park and recreation 
activities and funding for the coming year and to request annual funding for maintaining existing 
facilities.  
 
Schmitt stated that the intent of a January meeting would be to present funding requests to 
Council prior to their budget deliberations. Council did not allocate money last year towards a 
fund to maintain and replace existing park capital improvements. Schmitt proposed rescheduling 
the joint meeting with Council for June and holding the meeting in Beverly Park.   
 
There followed a discussion of the scheduled date for the joint meeting with Council. Nagle 
expressed the view that the Board should maintain a dialog with Council. Kondak would like to 
discuss the Board’s position that the Village needs to set aside funds for improvements that will 
be needed in the future. Greening suggested that a subcommittee of the Parks and Recreation 
Board should attend a Council budget session.  
 
Briggs was concerned that delaying the joint meeting would reduce the opportunity for a 
discussion with Council if anything came up between now and the adoption of the budget. The 
timing of the budget cycle was reviewed. Marshall stated that Council receives a draft budget at 
its first meeting in April; the budget is adopted by the second Council meeting in May. 
 
Nagle mentioned that there have been occasional donations made to the park by residents. In 
response to the Board’s inquiry, Marshall stated that she will look into this and provide the 
Board with a report on the status of money donated to the park fund.  
 
It was the consensus of a majority of Parks and Recreation Board members to meet with Council 
as scheduled in January. O’Reilly asked for comments on possible agenda items for the January 
joint meeting.   

 
 Discuss annual funding for park maintenance/upkeep 
 Use of balance of available millage funds 
 Ongoing maintenance  
 Report on the amount of money designated to the park through donations 
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CONCERTS IN THE PARK FOR 2009 
Nagle understood that funding for concerts in the park would not happen if the millage 
restoration proposal did not pass. She has had conversations with individuals and has received 
generous offers from community business owners to donate refreshments and provide 
advertisement for a park event. A suggestion was made to sell raffle tickets with the prize 
donated by a local business owner or organization.  
 
Nagle proposed that the Parks and Recreation Board may want to consider planning an afternoon 
of activities and music in the park in July. She estimated the cost at approximately $2,000, which 
could cover entertainment, renting a show mobile, and another activity. Asking Oakland County 
Parks to come in with their rock-climbing activity was an idea. We could cook hot dogs on the 
grill. There has been some interest in the community to plan a variety show using local talent.  
 
At this point, there are no concerts planned for the summer nor money budgeted for this activity. 
If there is a vision and drive to do something even for one afternoon and evening, maybe 
something can be accomplished. Nagle suggested that this could be a topic of discussion at the  
joint meeting in January to gauge the interest of Council.  
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Briggs stated that he and his family enjoy the park, and he is looking forward to being the Parks 
and Recreation Board advocate on Council. He has been listening to the ideas and thoughts of 
the Board. The odds are not good that the Village would be able to fund a park activity this year 
because of the defeat of the millage proposal. He added that there were several thousand people 
who voted for the proposal; there may be residents who would contribute towards a park concert.  
 
Briggs informed the Board of a special Council meeting scheduled for Saturday, November 22 at 
9 a.m. for the purpose of establishing Council direction and priorities for the year, and a second 
study session on Monday, November 24 at 7 p.m. to review Village finances.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Ellen Marshall commented that the DPW will cut up wood for the Winter Family Fun Day. If the 
Cub Scout Klondike event takes place on the same weekend, Village staff will communicate 
with them about not using the firewood.  
 
Tom Meszler has indicated that the Village proposes to rebuild the fire pits in the pavilion in the 
coming year. We will also be looking at replacing some of the deteriorating stationary grills in 
the park.   
 
Schmitt suggested flooding the ponds to use for ice skating when the weather gets cold enough. 
He suggested that the DPW could discontinue plowing the walking path through the park in 
order to save money.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Board members congratulated and welcomed Walter Briggs as new Council member and liaison 
to the Parks and Recreation Board.  
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Nagle invited Board members to a holiday gathering at her house on December 18.  
 
O’Reilly thanked Terri Stearn and other volunteers for organizing the Halloween Hoot this year. 
The picnic table purchased by the West Beverly Homeowners Association has been delivered to 
the park.  
 
O’Reilly was informed by administration that applications for the matching fund tree planting 
grant from DTE Energy Foundation are available if the Parks and Recreation Board is interested. 
He understood that “in kind” services can be matched in lieu of money; the Village could do the 
planting. O’Reilly proposed making the application. If money is required, the Village would not 
have to accept the grant.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p.m.  
 


	Absent: None 

