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Present: Chairperson O’Reilly; Members: Davis, Greening, Kondak, Nagle and Schmitt   
 
Absent: Wilms   
 
Also Present: Assistant Manager, Marshall  
 Council member, Oen 
 Public Services Director, Meszler 

 
Chairperson O’Reilly called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in Beverly Park.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING OF 
JUNE 21, 2007  
 Motion by Greening, second by Davis, that the minutes of a regular meeting of the Parks 

and Recreation Board held on June 21, 2007 be approved as amended.  
 
 Motion passed (5 – 0).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
None 
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBER, BILL KONDAK 
O’Reilly welcomed new member Bill Kondak, who was appointed to the Board at the July 2, 
2007 Council meeting. Bill Kondak is known in the community for his years of service with the 
Boy Scouts. His wife Sue is also involved in community activities. It was noted by Board 
members that the new member traditionally chairs the Winter Family Fun Day.  
 
REVIEW AND CONSIDER REQUEST FROM RUSS BETTRIDGE TO USE BEVERLY 
PARK FOR A CUB SCOUT POP BOTTLE ROCKET BLAST OFF EVENT 
Russ Bettridge, Scout leader, was present requesting the use of Beverly Park for a group of Cub 
Scouts to hold a Pop Bottle Rocket Blast Off for several hours on Saturday, September 29, 2007. 
Cub Scouts use tape, tubing, paper and soft drink bottles to build model rockets, then send them 
skyward propelled by compressed air and water. A portable generator would be brought in to run 
the compressor. Bettridge proposed areas of the park where this event could take place. There 
could be from 85-200 Boy Scouts involved in this event.  
 
Bettridge stated that he has not participated in this event previously and did not know if all of the 
rockets fly straight upward as intended. He mentioned that Cub Scouts have done water rocket 
derbies; information is available on the scouting magazine website.  
  
Bettridge did not have answers to all the questions asked by members. It was the consensus of 
the Board that additional information would be needed about this activity and related safety 
concerns in order to determine if Beverly Park is an appropriate location for launching water 
rockets. This item will be postponed until the applicant can provide information on how the 
water rocket launch works, how high they ascend, possible safety problems, and how large of an 
open area is needed. 
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DISCUSS PROPOSAL FOR TENNIS COURTS 
O’Reilly reviewed the status of the tennis court renovation project. The surface of the courts are 
somewhat cracked with spalling and chipping that require resurfacing. A couple of tennis court 
repair companies have visited the site and offered recommendations. The Board has also sought 
advice from Rob Carson, assistant facilities director of Birmingham Public Schools, and Dennis 
Rector, the individual in charge of baseball diamond renovations. 
 
The consensus recommendation was to treat the tennis court surface with the Armor Crack 
Repair System, which allows for expansion of any cracks due to weather conditions and has a 
five to ten year life expectancy. A new Plexipave surface would be applied on top of the crack 
repair system. It is the type of surface that is currently on the Groves and Seaholm High School 
tennis courts.  
 
O’Reilly outlined the condition of the existing fencing, noting that there are fence posts that lean 
outward and most of them are twisted and bent. Public Services Director Meszler suggested that 
the Board treat the tennis court surface and fencing as two different projects using different 
contractors.  
 
O’Reilly recommended that the Parks and Recreation Board ask Council for authorization to 
solicit bids for the repair and resurfacing of the tennis courts and to send out Requests for 
Proposals to companies for proposals and costs on a fencing system that would either replace the 
fence and supports or repair and paint existing tennis court fencing.  
 
Board members discussed the proposal for tennis court renovations. Meszler explained that a 
Request for Proposal allows a vendor to submit different alternatives for either repair or 
replacement of the fencing that can be evaluated by the Village and discussed with the 
companies. Meszler has looked at the systems described tonight for repair and resurfacing of the 
tennis courts and would recommend proceeding with the bid process for the proposed products.   
 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by Kondak, to recommend that Council authorize 

administration to seek bid proposals for the repair and resurfacing of the tennis courts and 
to solicit Requests for Proposals on the fencing system to determine whether the tennis 
court fencing should be repaired or replaced.  

 
  Motion passed (6 – 0).  
 
DISCUSSION OF TOPICS BROUGHT UP AT THE JOINT MEETING WITH 
COUNCIL 
O’Reilly has obtained information on five-year park plans from the cities of Birmingham, 
Southfield, Utica and Ferndale.  
 
Schmitt incorporated by reference the information reported at the May meeting concerning the 
following topics:  
Heat for restrooms – Harmon reported that his cursory assessment was that the pavilion 
restrooms were not constructed to be heated. There is natural ventilation and limited insulation. 
The cost of heating the area would not be economically feasible.  
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Irrigating the pavilion area – Harmon stated that there is a water supply to the pavilion. A 
determination will have to be made as to how much area is to be irrigated. Board members 
proposed that the area around the pavilion and around the playground be irrigated to maintain 
the garden, lawn, and landscaping. It was emphasized that the Parks and Recreation Board has 
been requesting capital improvement funding in the budget so that the Village could maintain 
and improve what is existing and proposed in the park.   
 
Schmitt will coordinate with Tom Meszler on developing an irrigation plan.  
 
REVIEW AND CONSIDER TWO LARGE GROUP SURVEYS 
There were no objections to the two events based on the large group event planning forms 
submitted to the Village. Schmitt questioned how the July 29 event that anticipates 125 people in 
attendance could require the use of only 50 parking spaces. The Board asked Administration to 
inform the applicant that overflow parking should be directed to Beverly School.  
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Liaison Jon Oen wished Pat Greening a happy birthday.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Meszler reviewed that the painting of the basketball court was to be done in conjunction with the 
re-striping of the parking lot. Bids are due on July 24 for this work; he expects that the painting 
will be done in a couple of weeks.  
 
The Village had an offer from Oakland County Parks & Recreation for the use of an inflatable 
bouncer and rock climbing wall at Beverly Park from 6 – 8 p.m. on Thursday, July 26 prior to 
the 7 p.m. concert in the park featuring the TartarSauce Jazz Band. Meszler distributed flyers to 
Board members to pass out to people attending tonight’s concert.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Board members wished Pat Greening a happy birthday.  
 
In answer to her inquiry, Greening was informed that there was no update available on the status 
of the sound garden Eagle Scout project in the park. Greening asked Administration to keep the 
Board members advised of donations made to the park.  
 
Kondak commented that he was pleased to be appointed to the Parks and Recreation Board and 
is looking forward to participating.  
 
Nagle welcomed Bill Kondak to the Board.  
 
O’Reilly distributed applications to all Board members to receive a free subscription to Parks and 
Rec Business magazine each month so that everyone can keep informed on what is occurring in 
parks in other states.  
 
Schmitt reported that a tree company has advised Southfield Township that the trees located in 
front of the township office are too large and to be dug out and replanted in the park.  
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:02 p.m.  
 
 
 
  
 
Jim O’Reilly, Chairperson  Ellen E. Marshall  Susan Bernard 
Parks and Recreation Board Village Clerk   Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


	Absent: Wilms  

