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Present: Chairperson Greening; Vice-Chair Nagle; Members: Harmon, O’Reilly and 
Schmitt   

 
Absent: Davis and Wilms  
 
Also Present: Assistant to the Manager, Pasieka 

Council Liaison, Burry 
Council member, Rijnovean  
 

Chairperson Greening called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village municipal building 
at 18500 W. Thirteen Mile Road. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING HELD ON 
APRIL 20, 2006 
The following corrections were made to the minutes. On page 1, first paragraph under “Public 
Comments”, line 7, add ‘ago’ after ‘years’. On page 8, second paragraph from bottom, line 4, 
change word ‘bits’ to ‘courts’.  
 
 Motion by O’Reilly, second by Schmitt, that the minutes of a regular Parks and 

Recreation Board meeting held on April 20, 2006 be approved as amended. 
 
 Motion passed (5 – 0). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council member Pam Rijnovean proposed changes to the Riverside Park sign discussed and 
approved at the last Parks and Recreation Board meeting. Rijnovean and resident Carla Rocz 
have donated money to the Village to be used for a sign to be erected at Riverside Park. At the 
suggestion of Ann Bernardini, President of West Beverly Homeowners Association, Rijnovean 
agreed that the sign wording should be revised to say “Riverside Park” in the middle with the 
park hours located on the bottom on the sign.  
 
Another modification proposed was to erect seasonal signs saying “Do Not Feed Wildlife” and 
“Skate at your own risk”.  Rijnovean talked to Fastsigns of Birmingham, which will provide two 
detachable signs with this wording designed to fit between the legs of the Riverside Park sign. 
She mentioned that the base sign will be constructed of vinyl with an anodized aluminum frame. 
The sign will be the same size as the Village entrance signs.  
 
Board members discussed the suggested modifications to the sign and whether the sign should go 
before the Village Planning Board for approval. Parks and Recreation Board members had no 
problem with the changes proposed to the Riverside Park sign.  
 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by O’Reilly, that the Parks and Recreation Board approve the 

modifications to the Riverside Park sign proposed by Ms. Rijnovean at this meeting.  
 
 Motion passed (5 – 0).  
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Board members questioned the procedure to be followed in terms of who will deal with the sign 
company. The donation from Ms. Rijnovean and Ms. Rocz has been received by the Village. It 
was suggested that administration order the sign in accordance with the modifications agreed 
upon tonight. Rijnovean indicated interest in following through with the sign company to make 
sure the work is done properly. 
 
COURT CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 
O’Reilly reported that work on the north baseball diamond has been completed. The next park 
improvement project involves renovations to the tennis, basketball and volleyball courts. The 
contractor for the ballfield project, Dennis Rector from Water Management Specialist, Inc.,  
examined the courts and provided ideas on what he thought needed to be done. His estimate for 
providing necessary improvements to the courts exceeded the budgeted amount for the project by 
approximately $20,000.    
 
On May 2, 2006 Rob Carson, Sports, Turf & Grounds Supervisor for Birmingham Public 
Schools, met with Stan Pasieka in Beverly Park to review the courts and offer alternative 
suggestions on the renovation project. His court suggestions are outlined in a memo from 
Pasieka dated May, 2006.  
 
Rob Carson does not recommend covering the existing concrete surface with asphalt on the basis 
that the concrete surface is solid and will last longer than asphalt. Asphalt has a tendency to 
experience damage in hot weather due to pointed objects or inappropriate use of skate boards or 
roller blades. The courts appear to be essentially in good shape with only hairline cracks. Larger 
cracks at the seams or joints could be filled in.  
 
Carson referred the Village to two companies specializing in renovating tennis courts that  could 
fill in cracks and apply a new playing surface with striping. It was thought that there would be 
savings by dealing directly with the specialists rather than going through a general contractor. 
The companies are Goddard Coatings and Current Surfaces, Inc. Carson suggested that the fence 
replacement should be done by a reliable fence contractor. He believes that repair of the fence 
would be just as costly as installing new fencing.  
 
Two improvements are needed for the volleyball court. It is proposed to install a defined court 
edging using 4” x 6” timbers, stacked and set in place with ¾” x 18” rebar every 3’ so that the 
height is about 2” above ground level to form the edge. This will serve as a mowing and weed 
whip barrier. O’Reilly suggested that this work could be accomplished with the assistance of the 
Boy Scouts. Secondly, a considerable amount of clean sand is needed to top off the court. 
Harmon will check with the playground equipment company regarding appropriate placement of 
timbers in the court area.   
 
O’Reilly stated that it has been determined that the basketball court is cracked and heaved in 
certain areas and will probably require an asphalt cap. It is possible that this work could be done 
in conjunction with an upcoming Village asphalt road repair program. The basketball court 
resurfacing could be added to the contract at the unit price obtained for the road resurfacing 
work.  
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Board members discussed the proposed court renovations. The next step is to contact the tennis 
court specialists to determine the scope of work and cost estimates prior to drafting specifications 
and seeking Council approval for administration to go out for bids on the project.  
 
 Motion by O’Reilly, second by Schmitt, that the Parks and Recreation Board 

recommends contacting two tennis court specialist companies and request them to 
evaluate the courts in Beverly Park and provide cost estimates for their renovation.  

 
  Motion passed (5 – 0). 
  
RECAP PARK CLEANUP ON SATURDAY, MAY 13 
Harmon reported that the annual Beverly Park Cleanup was held as scheduled despite mild rain. 
Approximately 73 volunteers participated in picking up trash and filling bags with yard waste 
material. Parks and Recreation Board members directed volunteers to various areas of the park 
for cleanup duties. Projects undertaken included: 

 
- Scouts refurbishing the sled hill steps and weeding the tree nursery 
- Lawncrafters crew cleaning out the bio-retention basin, cutting dead trees, weeding 

gardens, and spreading compost 
- A group of volunteers removing invasive plants from the northwest fence line. 

 
The Parks and Recreation Board thanked everyone who helped with special thanks to the eight 
person crew from the Royal Oak Lawncrafters landscaping firm and to Marty Collins and John 
Murphy from Comeau Equipment Company for volunteering equipment, materials and 
manpower for the park clean up efforts. Pasieka has mailed thank you notes to the volunteers.   
 
PROMOTE PARK ACTIVITIES 
Nagle proposed that the newly renovated park pavilion should be further utilized for community 
events, noting that the Board is in some measure responsible for organizing community 
activities. She suggested the idea of holding an Art in the Park event in Beverly Park, possibly in 
conjunction with the Beverly Hills Garden Club flower sale.  
 
She understands that local Beverly Hills artists have displayed their art in the park in previous 
years. In the earlier event organized by Pat Greening, art was shown but not sold. It was noted 
that a donation box could be available in the park during an art show as a way to raise money for 
park improvements.  
 
Board members supported the proposal and encouraged Nagle to pursue the “Art in the Park” 
idea.   
 
Nagle mentioned that concerts in the park will begin on July 14th. A flyer promoting the concert 
series was included in the Villager newsletter recently mailed to all residents. Board members 
volunteered to pass out concert flyers to people attending the Memorial Day parade and carnival. 
Nagle proposed reproducing and enlarging the flyer to the size of a sign that could be posted at 
subdivision entrances closer to the time of the concerts. The flyer will be displayed in local 
businesses. A banner sign will be hung on the park fence during the weeks that the concerts take 
place. It was suggested that the concert dates be displayed on the changeable message sign in 
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front of the municipal building. She will approach Village businesses that have electronic 
message signs including Market Fresh, Beverly Hills Club, and McDonalds and request that they 
display concert information on their signs. The concerts could also be publicized on cable 
television via the municipal bulletin board.  
 
Rijnovean suggested that the Board ask for a donation towards the Village concert series from 
the Birmingham Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce.  
 
BRICKS AND MAY 27TH MOVIE NIGHT 
Greening stated that the Beverly Hills Club will be distributing a goody bag to everyone who 
attends Movie Night in the park on Saturday, May 27th. The Club will include a concert flyer and 
brick sale form in the bag if they are provided with the sheets in advance of stuffing the bags.   
 
REVIEW AND CONSIDER LARGE GROUP SURVEYS 
There were no objections to the four large group event planning forms.   
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Council member Burry commented that he recently walked by Booth Park in Birmingham and 
observed a “donation thermometer” displayed to track donations received for park improvements 
along with an artist’s rendering of the renovated park. Burry suggested that the Board may be 
interested in doing something similar to this in terms of requesting donations for a specific park 
capital improvement.  
 
Burry stated that he wants to make sure that Beverly Park is maintained. He remarked that 
Council has tried to provide some of the funding needed for park maintenance. Reference was 
made to the memo outlining Parks and Recreation Board budget requests for maintenance items 
not funded in the normal budget maintenance line item along with a list of capital items 
requested. Burry asked what is required for long-term maintenance of the park given current 
budget constraints.      
 
Greening suggested that money be allocated for equipment repairs and maintenance each year so 
that funds will be available when there is a need to repair or replace park items. She added that 
the Board would like to be able to complete the tennis, basketball and volleyball courts project 
with the money available in the Parks and Recreation budget.  
 
Pasieka mentioned that there was no formal action taken by Council on the list of maintenance 
items requested by the Board that were in addition to the normal park maintenance activities. The 
Parks and Recreation Board has not received a determination on funding of the park items 
submitted to Council.  
 
Harmon recalled that past Councils had a park capital improvement line item in the budget that 
ranged from zero to $10,000 a year. The money was carried over and used when there was a 
project such as dredging the pond. That line item was eliminated when the dedicated park 
millage was passed. That millage has now expired.  
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Rijnovean remarked that the Village Master Plan indicates that there is a tree nursery in Beverly 
Park. Harmon affirmed that there has been a nursery in the back area of the park for 15-20 years. 
Many of the trees near the ball diamond have been transplanted from the nursery. The nursery 
was weeded at last Saturday’s Park Clean Up.  
 
Rijnovean asked who will oversee watering of the arborvitae evergreen trees along Allerton as 
well as new vegetation planted in the park last year. Greening responded that Allerton resident 
Jeff Pynnonen volunteered to oversee the watering of those evergreens. The summer park 
attendants will be charged with watering new plantings around the pavilion.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Pasieka stated that the Village is in the process of interviewing and hiring two park attendants for 
the summer season. The individuals will split 30 hours of work in the park from June 1 through 
Labor Day. The attendants will water the new plant life around the pavilion. The pavilion 
restrooms will be open seven days a week with Comeau Equipment Company staff scheduled to 
open and clean the restrooms Monday through Friday and the park attendants taking care of the 
facilities on the weekends.  
 
The porta johns will be removed from the park at the conclusion of the Memorial Day Parade 
and Carnival. The tentative plan is to return one porta john to the park when the water is shut off 
to the pavilion in the fall.  
 
River Day is coming up on Saturday, June 3. Parks and Recreation Board members and any other 
volunteers are welcomed to attend this event. Volunteers will congregate at the Douglas Evans 
Nature preserve. The objective is to collect trash from the river banks, pull out invasive species 
from the park, and give tours of the CSO facility and surrounding acreage.  
 
Pasieka reminded Board members that a wedding ceremony will take place in the park in the 
area of the sled hill on Saturday, August 5 from 10 a.m. until noon. The pavilion is not being 
used. The individuals involved have satisfactorily answered administration’s inquiries regarding 
the event.  
 
Pasieka announced that he is retiring from the Village’s employ and that tonight will be his last 
Parks and Recreation Board meeting. He said goodbye to a great bunch of dedicated people who 
do so much for the community. Board members honored him with a round of applause.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Nagle reminded everyone that there will be tethered balloon rides available in Beverly Park on 
Sunday, May 21 as part of the RE/MAX title company fundraiser for the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation.  Nagle stated that she appreciated Stan for all the work he has done on behalf 
of the Parks and Recreation Board and Beverly Park. He will be missed.  
 
O’Reilly stated that Stan has been great to work with and has given him much help with park 
projects over the years.  
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Schmitt expressed dismay with comments made at the last Council meeting suggesting that 
Board members who qualify for reappointment to boards and committees may be replaced by 
another applicant rather than have their terms renewed. He outlined the many contributions and 
numerous programs initiated and undertaken by the three tireless workers on the Parks and 
Recreation Board whose terms are up for renewal – Cynthia Nagle, Jack Harmon, and Jim 
O’Reilly.  They are people who are invaluable to the community. 
 
Schmitt expressed the view that former members of the Parks and Recreation Board are welcome 
at any time to participate in Board meetings and offer their comments and suggestions.  
 
Schmitt stated that Stan has been a huge help to Parks and Recreation Board members, and he 
will be missed.   
 
Greening reported that she has talked to the Village Code Enforcement Officer and learned that 
he has issued tickets to people who have been allowing their dogs to run unleashed in the 
Douglas Evans nature preserve.  
 
Greening commented that she is happy that Stan is going to be able to retire and hopes he enjoys 
it as much as she has. She encouraged him to volunteer on a Village board.  
 
Harmon stated that he has been a member of the Parks and Recreation Board for over 16 years. 
During that time there have been countless occasions when he and Stan have walked around the 
park in the wet and cold to stake trees or perform other work. This Board has accomplished 
much in these 16 years, a lot of it due to Stan’s stewardship and assistance.  
 
Harmon announced that he will not request reappointment to the Board when his term expires on 
June 30, 2006. He intends to move on and give someone else an opportunity to serve on the 
Parks and Recreation Board.  
 
Rijnovean suggested that the Parks and Recreation Board look into purchasing items through a 
County purchasing consortium.  
 
 Motion by O’Reilly, second by Nagle, to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 p.m.  
 
 Motion passed (5 – 0).  
 
  
 
 
Patricia Greening, Chair  Ellen E. Marshall  Susan Bernard 
Parks and Recreation Board Village Clerk   Recording Secretary 
 
 
 


	Absent: Davis and Wilms 

