
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES – FEBRUARY 16, 2006 – PAGE 1 

Present: Chairperson Greening; Members: Davis, Harmon, O’Reilly, Schmitt and Wilms  
 
Absent: Nagle  
 
Also Present: Assistant to the Manager, Pasieka 

 
Chairperson Greening called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village municipal building 
at 18500 W. Thirteen Mile Road.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES 
 Motion by Wilms, second by Davis, that the minutes of a regular Parks and Recreation 

Board meeting held on January 19, 2006 be approved as submitted. 
 
 Motion passed (6 – 0). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
RECOGNITION OF CONTRIBUTIONS BY PATRICK D. WESTERLUND 
On behalf of the Parks and Recreation Board, Greening presented resident Patrick Westerlund 
with a plaque in grateful appreciation for his professional architectural contributions associated 
with the 2005 Beverly Park pavilion renovations. The Board expressed heartfelt thanks for the 
assistance and support Westerlund provided above and beyond the call of duty. Everyone is 
extremely pleased with the completed pavilion.  
 
Westerlund remarked that the Board went through a lot to get where it is today with a renovated 
park pavilion as well as the other park improvements that will be for the good of the entire 
Village population for years to come. Westerlund received the Board’s enthusiastic applause.  
 
UPDATE ON BALL DIAMONDS 
O’Reilly presented an update on the ball diamond improvements. The fencing has been 
installed. We are waiting for benches and bleachers to be delivered and installed. The backstop 
will be painted and the outfield will be re-graded when the weather warms up.  
 
PLANS FOR COURT IMPROVEMENTS 
The Parks and Recreation Board indicated its intent to proceed with improvements to the tennis 
and basketball courts as part of the overall park improvement program. Members questioned 
Council’s expectations in terms of proceeding with obtaining bids for necessary improvements.  
 
Pasieka advised the Board that there is $118,931 remaining in the park dedicated millage fund 
to accomplish the balance of the park improvement projects. The projected expenses are as 
follows: $18,479 is committed to cover the remaining payment on the contract for the north 
diamond improvements; $50,000 has been estimated for improvements to the south diamond; 
and $47,000 is the estimate for repairs to the basketball and tennis courts for a total expense of 
approximately $115,000.  
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In response to an inquiry, it was suggested that the cost of additional sand for the volleyball 
courts should be a maintenance and not a capital project expense.  
 
Board members anticipate having the tennis courts repaired and ready by this summer. A 
subcommittee of the Board will consult with the firm doing fencing for the ball diamond project 
to determine the extent of the repairs needed to the tennis court fencing and poles. 
Consideration will be given to whether the courts need resurfacing. This will be an agenda item 
for the next meeting.  
 
DISCUSS BIO-SWALE MAINTENANCE 
The Board has heard concern expressed from Allerton residents about the appearance of the 
bio-swale in the park across from Allerton Drive. Members considered what advice should be 
forwarded to administration in terms of improved maintenance of the bio-swale.  
 
The bio-swale was engineered and constructed to handle runoff from the parking lot surface in 
an environmentally responsible manner. It does not function as intended because the direction 
of the flow and placement of the bio-swale resulted in running a deeper line than planned.  
Harmon commented that it functions more as a detention basin than a bio-swale.  
 
Harmon suggested that the area needs to be mowed. He proposed adding compost and about 
$100 worth of appropriate plantings to make it look better. This could be a spring project.  
  
The Board directed Pasieka to ask Renzo Spallasso for suggestions relative to proceeding with 
measures to improve the appearance of the bio-swale. This will be an agenda item for next 
month’s meeting. 
 
CHANGE DATE FOR 2007 WINTER FAMILY FUN DAY 
At last month’s meeting, the Board discussed setting a date for the 2007 Winter Family Fun 
Day. Schmitt suggested scheduling the event on January 21, which does not conflict with the 
Martin Luther King holiday weekend. Super Bowl Sunday is on February 4 in 2007; Schmitt 
noted that football games are scheduled for later in the day on January 21.  
 
The budget for Winter Family Fun Day is generally $700-$1,300. The expense can be reduced 
by eliminating the ice sculpture demonstration.  
 
Wilms suggested that the Board consider the possibility of holding a movie night in the park 
pavilion next summer in lieu of the Winter Family Fun Day. The movie night sponsored by the 
Beverly Hills Club last summer was a big hit and was well attended. There was a lot of buzz 
generated by families from the event. Wilms spoke with the individual who organized the event 
and learned that the cost of renting the movie screen and sound system is approximately $2,000.  
 
Wilms mentioned that the Beverly Hills Club was not allowed to distribute information 
soliciting their facility during the movie night last summer. The Club is thinking about 
sponsoring another such event in the park this summer; they would appreciate it if they could 
place literature in the park pavilion that evening.  
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There were Board members who advocated retaining the Winter Family Fun Day because there 
are no park events scheduled during the time between the Halloween Hoot and the Memorial 
Day Carnival. It was pointed out that a lot of children and adults attend the winter event when 
there is snow.  
 
Wilms remarked that families go to the park all winter to use the sled hill. She proposed that the 
Parks and Recreation Board think about a way to provide hot chocolate and a bonfire at the 
park one weekend a month from January through March when there is snow on the ground.   
 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by O’Reilly, to schedule the Winter Family Fun Day on 

Sunday, January 21, 2007.  
 
 Motion passed (6 – 0).  
 
REQUEST FOR USE OF BEVERLY PARK FOR PRACTICE BY YOUTH FOOTBALL 
LEAGUE 
Carl Pendracki provided some background information on himself in terms of his association 
with athletics and football. He was the first head football coach at Groves High School before 
becoming a supervisor for physical education and athletics for the Birmingham School District 
for 14 years. Following that, he served as athletic director at Groves High school. His son Mike 
Pendracki is a lawyer and will be assisting on the Board for the Birmingham Patriots football 
team. The Birmingham Patriots belong to the Northern Youth Football League.  
 
Carl Pendracki is requesting use of Beverly Park as a practice site for the Birmingham Patriots 
from August 23 until mid-October, Tuesdays through Fridays from 5:30 to 7 p.m. He related 
that a number of youths are leaving the Birmingham area to play football in other communities 
due to a lack of a team in this vicinity. The initial reaction to the Birmingham Patriots is very 
good, and the team is accepting a maximum of 40 players for each of the three teams in its first 
year. The three teams will consist of third graders to seventh and some eighth graders. He 
agrees with parents who believe that it is appropriate that youth football have its own practice 
facility. The proposed practice site would be west of the sled hill.  
 
Pendracki stated that there seems to be ample space in Beverly Park for use by the Birmingham 
Patriots for a practice facility even with the cross country teams using the park. Actual football 
games will be held at Groves and Seaholm high schools.  
 
Pendracki mentioned that the Birmingham Patriots offers cheerleading for girls. In response to 
an inquiry, it was noted that girls cannot be prohibited from playing football by Michigan Law. 
The only requirements of the Birmingham Patriots are a limit of 40 players per team and 
residence within the Birmingham School District.   
 
Pasieka stated that his only hesitation would be the need to accommodate the cross country 
teams’ schedule because they have had the use of the park for a number of years. Pendracki 
thinks that the Village would be able to accommodate the best interests of both entities. He 
indicated that there will be less use of Beverly Park for dual track meets because of the trend to 
hold Jamborees where a group of schools get together to compete. Football practice could be 
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modified or moved to another location on those particular days when the cross country team is 
having a meet in Beverly Park.  
 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by O’Reilly, to recommend that Council authorize the 

Birmingham Patriots, member of the Northern Youth Football League, to use Beverly 
Park as a practice area from the end of August through mid-October on Tuesdays 
through Fridays from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. provided that they provide the Village with 
the requisite liability insurance.   

 
 Motion passed (6 – 0).   
 
PARK WISH LIST  
At its last meeting the Parks and Recreation Board decided to put an article in the Spring issue 
of the Villager Newsletter regarding a Wish/Want List for Beverly Park. Wish list items 
included trash receptacles, benches, picnic tables, trees, and contributions towards park events. 
Greening distributed material describing and picturing benches and trash receptacles for use in 
the park and asked for Board input on these items.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Pasieka announced that the Jaycee sponsored Easter Egg Hunt in Beverly Park was cancelled 
this spring for the reason that the Birmingham Jaycees have become inactive. An article has 
been included in the next newsletter announcing that the event has been cancelled and 
proposing that another group may want to consider taking over the activity.  
 
Pavilion reservations will be accepted starting on March 1 for residents. The park opener will 
be Trish Schafer along with several back up individuals. There is an advertisement in the 
newsletter for a youth park attendant who would provide an added presence in the park this 
summer and accomplish minor chores such as weeding the gardens, weekend restroom 
maintenance, and picking up litter.   
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Harmon commented that he was disappointed that the Winter Family Fun Day was cancelled 
this year.  
 
PROPOSED 2006-07 PARKS & RECREATION MAINTENANCE BUDGET ITEMS 
The Board referred to a memo from Stan Pasieka dated February 10, 1006 listing estimated 
expenditures for park maintenance in fiscal year 2006/07.  
 
 Motion by O’Reilly, second by Davis, that the Parks and Recreation Board forward the 

list of proposed 2006/07 Parks and Recreation Maintenance budget items to the Village 
Council for consideration. 

 
 Motion passed (6 – 0).   
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 Motion by Davis, second by O’Reilly, to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  
 
 Motion passed (6 – 0).  
 
 
 
 
Patricia Greening, Chair  Ellen E. Marshall  Susan Bernard 
Parks and Recreation Board Village Clerk   Recording Secretary 
 


	Absent: Nagle 

