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Present: Chairperson Greening; Members: Davis, O’Reilly and Schmitt  
 
Absent: Harmon, Nagle and Wilms  
 
Also Present: Assistant to the Manager, Pasieka 

Council liaison, Burry  
 

Chairperson Greening called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Village municipal building 
at 18500 W. Thirteen Mile Road.  
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING 
AND JOINT MEETING WITH COUNCIL HELD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2005.   
 Motion by Schmitt, second by O’Reilly, that the minutes of a regular Parks and 

Recreation Board meeting and the minutes of a joint meeting with Council held on 
November 17, 2005 be approved as submitted.  

  
 Motion passed (4 – 0).  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Catherine Fresia, representing the Boy Scout North Trails District, requested the use of Beverly 
Park for a Cub Scout day camp this summer from late Monday, June 26 through Thursday, June 
29, 2006. She indicated the specific hours requested, noting that the scouts would be using the 
entire park including the pavilion. Fresia anticipates that about 150 scouts will participate in this 
event.   
 
Pasieka indicated that reservations for the use of the pavilion would not be accepted for these 
days. The scouts would be charged only for the park opener/closer service and a damage deposit. 
He asked that Ms. Fresia place her request for use of the park in writing and submit it to the 
Village for distribution to the appropriate parties. Pasieka will be advising the Scout organization 
of its insurance obligations and expectations regarding the use of Beverly Park.  
 
 Motion by Davis, second by Schmitt, that the Parks and Recreation Board sanction the 

use of Beverly Park by the North Trails District Cub Scouts for a summer day camp from 
June 26-29, 2006.  

 
 Motion passed (4 – 0).  
 
STATUS OF BALL FIELD PROJECT 
O’Reilly reported on the progress made by the contractor Water Management Specialist, Inc. on 
improvements to the north baseball diamond. It was hoped to have the project completed by 
December 15, which did not happen due to winter weather conditions. O’Reilly outlined what 
has been done and an estimated schedule for the remaining tasks. He will be doing some of the 
work himself at the end of March.   
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2006 WINTER FAMILY FUN DAY REPORT 
The Winter Family Fun Day event scheduled for Sunday, January 15 was cancelled due to the 
lack of snow. Cancellation notice was publicized in the Free Press and other publications.  
 
Dan Nelson of 32311 Sheridan commented that it has been suggested that the event be scheduled 
on a weekend other than the Martin Luther King holiday weekend for the reason that people who 
have the day off may leave town and not be able to attend. The Board discussed moving the 2007 
Winter Family Fun Day to the Sunday prior to Super Bowl Sunday when there are no football 
games televised. The date for next year’s Winter Family Fun Day will be an agenda item for the 
February meeting.  
 
DISCUSS FINANCES IN CORRECT ACCOUNTS 
Greening understands that there is a budget line item for funding or contributions towards special 
events that take place at Beverly Park. She emphasized that the Parks and Recreation Board has 
direct involvement in only the Park Concert Series, Winter Carnival and the Beverly Park Clean 
Up. Events such as the Memorial Day Carnival and Easter Egg Hunt are sponsored by 
community organizations, and the Halloween Hoot is organized by residents. The Village 
contributes towards all of these events through a General Fund account and not the Parks and 
Recreation budget.  
 
2006/07 PARK BUDGET ITEMS 
The Parks and Recreation budget includes annual funding for park maintenance including lawn 
mowing, grounds maintenance, minor repairs, trash pickup, park opener, utilities and telephone. 
The Parks and Recreation Board recommends that Council reinstate an annual capital 
improvement line item in the 2006/07 budget since the park dedicated millage is no longer being 
levied. 
 
Board members asked Council to begin setting money aside for eventual maintenance of the new 
park equipment and for future capital improvements. Expenses that can be anticipated in future 
years as the park ages are repairs to the sled hill, playground equipment replacement due to wear 
or new safety regulations, replacement fencing, and periodic repaving of the parking lot. These 
types of repair and replacement items do not fall within the annual park maintenance line item. 
Pasieka recalled that an amount of approximately $5,000 was placed in a park capital 
improvement fund annually prior to voter approval of a park dedicated millage in 2001. 
 
Burry remarked that budgeting for capital funding to maintain the Village’s investment in 
Beverly Park was brought up at the joint meeting of Council and the Parks and Recreation Board 
in November. It was suggested at that time that the Board prepare an inventory of park facilities 
and estimated maintenance costs in order for Council to determine whether funding is available 
under current budget constraints. Burry asked that the Parks and Recreation Board put this 
information in writing and submit it to Council.   
 
It was understood that the request from Council is for the Board to generate a schedule for repair 
or replacement of park equipment and facilities. Pasieka will compile the data with the Board’s 
assistance and draft a memo for review by the members.  
  



PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES – JANUARY 19, 2006 – PAGE 3 

DISCUSS DOUGLAS EVANS DOG CONCERNS 
Marilyn and Jon Lehman of 20348 Ronsdale were present to voice their concerns about dogs 
running loose in the Douglas-Evans nature preserve. Jon Lehman distributed a plot plan showing 
the location of their home near the river. He submitted printed material specifying nature 
sanctuaries in nearby communities that do not allow dogs even on a leash.  
 
Lehman reported that there are an increasing number of people who are using Douglas-Evans as 
a dog park and not a nature area. Previous complaints to the Village resulted in a sign being 
erected stating that dogs must be kept on a leash. Lehman related that people bring their dogs 
into the park on a leash but remove the tether when they walk further into the park, which is 
where the Lehman’s live. He and his wife see fewer deer and other animals due to the dogs 
running loose in the park. Lehman does not think that dogs are compatible with a nature area.  
 
In response to an inquiry, Lehman stated that they have called the Public Safety Department 
when they observe a dog running loose in the park. The responding officers report that the 
individual has the dog on a leash when they approach the parking area. Lehman maintains that 
people hook the dogs back up before they reach their car. There are parts of the nature preserve 
that are dense and cannot be seen from the open areas.  
 
Schmitt asked if the public safety officers will take a complaint from the Lehmans. Mrs. Lehman 
responded that they are willing to make a statement but that their house is in a wooded area, and 
they do not see the officers arriving to talk to people at the entrance of the nature preserve. The 
Lehmans feel strongly that the ordinance needs to be enforced.  
 
Parks and Recreation Board members are in receipt of a memo from Village Code Enforcement 
Officer Dan Gosselin dated 1/17/06 regarding dogs running loose at the Douglas Evans Preserve. 
The memo indicates that an officer will enter the nature preserve when vehicles are found parked 
on Evergreen Road to check for dogs running loose. This has resulted in the issuance of six 
warnings with the names and license plates of the offenders being logged. The report indicates 
that the code enforcement officer has only seen people walking without dogs or with dogs on 
leashes. He indicated that there are portions of the park that cannot be seen from the open area.   
 
Greening remarked that dogs running loose was a problem that was prevalent in Beverly Park 
and still occurs occasionally. Enforcement of the ordinance by issuing tickets to offenders has 
lessened the problem. The Parks and Recreation Board encouraged increased enforcement of the 
dogs at large ordinance at Douglas-Evans. Board members did not recommend prohibiting dogs 
to be walked on leashes in the nature preserve. Pasieka will bring this issue up for discussion at 
the next staff meeting. The Board thanked the Lehmans for attending the Parks and Recreation 
Board meeting and asked them to return if they do not notice a change.  
 
Pasieka informed the Board that a ticket issued for violation of Section 14.02 of the Municipal 
Code would result in a misdemeanor, which is punishable by a $500 fine and is placed on a 
violator’s record. If this type of case goes to court, it is generally pled down to a civil infraction, 
which would be a $100 fine plus court costs. The Code Enforcement Officer has suggested that 
Council may want to consider making this type of violation as well as a refuse collection 
violation a civil infraction rather than a misdemeanor, which is more harsh in terms of going on a 
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person’s record. Public Safety officers might be more hesitant in writing a violation that is a 
misdemeanor than if it were a civil infraction.    
 
WESTERLUND “THANK YOU” 
Greening believes that the Village owes resident and architect Pat Westerlund its grateful 
appreciation for going above and beyond the task he was contracted to perform with designing 
and overseeing the pavilion renovation. He worked with the Board on a number of modifications 
to the project without charging the Village for his additional costs.  
 
Administration was asked to prepare a plaque in recognition of Pat Westerlund’s 
accomplishments and contributions to the Village. Pasieka mentioned that Westerlund’s name 
has already been engraved on the plaque hanging in the municipal building lobby acknowledging 
contributors to the park.  
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Burry related that there was a discussion at the last Council meeting about exploring the creation 
of a community foundation in the Village to accept and manage donations. It was indicated that 
the Village is a non-profit organization and currently accepts monetary contributions that can be 
earmarked towards specific projects. Burry asked if the Parks and Recreation Board has given 
thought to continuing fund raising efforts to finance park programs.  
 
Greening remarked that this Parks and Recreation Board has a history of fund raising activity 
that was undertaken to fund park improvements and to provide money for matching grants.   
 
Schmitt commented that there are some technical problems with establishing a community 
foundation. He questioned whether people will give money to a common fund rather than 
designating a donation towards a specific item.  
 
Greening presented a written proposal in the form of a Wish/Want list for Beverly Park to be 
placed in the Spring Villager Newsletter. Board members discussed the items and offered 
additional ideas. A draft of Greening’s article will be modified by Pasieka based on input from 
Board members to include additional items and pricing. Items on the wish list include trash 
receptacles, benches, picnic tables, trees as well as contributions towards park events such as 
summer concerts and the Halloween Hoot.    
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Pasieka was contacted by Carl Pendracki, former Groves High School football coach, about the 
possibility of establishing a youth football league in Beverly  Hills. Pendracki has indicated that 
there is support in the community to make this happen. Pasieka informed this individual that his 
first step would be to make a presentation to the Parks and Recreation Board.  
 
The Board was informed that the Village received a request from a resident to hold a wedding in 
Beverly Park in July or August at the gazebo near the pond. Pasieka asked this person to write a 
letter to the Village outlining their plans in terms of rental equipment, number of guests, etc. in 
order for the Parks and Recreation Board to respond to their request. Schmitt suggested that 
administration look at Birmingham’s policy for weddings that take place at Quarton Lake.  
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Pasieka stated that there will be an advertisement for a park opener in the next Villager 
Newsletter.   
 
The Klondike scouting event scheduled for this weekend in Beverly Park will take place as 
planned even with no snow. Pasieka stated that the organizers have been requested to ask the 
participants to use care when walking on the newly hydroseeded areas of the park. It is 
anticipated that 500 people may attend this event.   
 
Pasieka is exploring the opportunities available to the Village for installing an emergency phone 
system in the park pavilion. The Village pays $50/month currently for its park phone station. 
Quotes have been received on a “code blue” phone that connects directly to the Public Safety 
Department at a cost of $12/month. There is an initial installation charge of $2,500-$3,000. The 
Village is also exploring the option of a two-way radio type of phone for the park.  
 
At the request of the Board, Pasieka will be ordering a banner that says “Cancelled” to be used 
for future events in the park that may be postponed or cancelled.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Davis has been managing the personalized paving brick program to raise money for the park. 
The number of orders received is steady but minimal and profits are diminishing due to the cost 
of shipping and laying small amounts of bricks. It was suggested that brick sales be held off until 
a later time and possibly be reintroduced with the initiation of a designated project. The 
consensus of the Board was to take no more brick orders after Memorial Day. This will be 
announced in the next Villager Newsletter.    
 
Schmitt questioned the policy of distributing Parks and Recreation Board meeting minutes to 
other entities such as the Southfield Township Board before they are received and approved by 
the Parks and Recreation Board.  
 
O’Reilly congratulated Phil Schmitt for his organization of the Winter Family Fun Day, which 
was cancelled this year due to the weather. He volunteered to help Schmitt with the event next 
year.  
 
Greening hopes to receive a response from residents to the Wish List for Beverly Park.  
 
 Motion by Schmitt, second by O’Reilly, to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 p.m.  
  
 Motion passed.  
 
 
 
Patricia Greening, Chair  Ellen E. Marshall  Susan Bernard 
Parks and Recreation Board Village Clerk   Recording Secretary 
 
 


	Absent: Harmon, Nagle and Wilms 

