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Present: Chairperson Greening; Vice-Chairperson Nagle; Members: Davis, Harmon, 
Nelson, O’Reilly and Wilms    

 
Absent: None  
 
Also Present: Assistant to the Manager, Pasieka  
 Council Liaison, McCleary 
   
Chairperson Greening called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the municipal building at 18500 
W. Thirteen Mile Road.   
 
APPROVE MINUTES  
 Motion by O’Reilly, seconded by Nagle, that the minutes of a regular Parks & Recreation 

Board meeting held on Thursday, March 18, 2004 be approved as submitted. 
 
 Motion carried.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Two Boy Scouts were in attendance to present their Eagle Scout Leadership Service Projects to 
the Board. Blake Pynnonen of 31724 Allerton Drive proposes to transplant trees from the 
nursery area of Beverly Park to other locations throughout the park. Ross Clark of 31966 
Inglewood will be planting a new nursery in the park with saplings donated to the Village.  
 
Blake Pynnonen explained that his project involves transplanting about 60 trees from the nursery 
located near the sled hill to other areas of Beverly Park to replace trees that have been removed 
due to the emerald ash borer disease. He proposes to plant the trees in a row abutting Huntley 
Subdivision. Pynnonen has scheduled about 155 hours of work from people at school, his scout 
troop, and relatives.    
 
Pynnonen outlined the steps involved in his project. He has received advice on tree planting from 
forester Judd Hart, who does contract work for the Village. The project is scheduled to start on 
May 1 or 2. The area of newly planted trees will be marked with colored tape to prevent them 
from damage. Questions on the project from Board members were addressed by Pynnonen.  
 
Ross Clark of 31966 Inglewood distributed a handout describing his Eagle Scout project. The 
material includes a map that designates the section of the park where the nursery area is located. 
Clark was able to acquire 500 nine-inch seedlings to restock the nursery donated by resident Dr. 
Ed Missavage. Clark has requested a $100 grant from the Beverly Hills Garden Club to help 
defray project expenses. 
 
Clark outlined his project and indicated that he proposes stay on his target date of planting the 
seedlings on May 1. Clark plans to bring equipment into the area this weekend to clean out brush 
and overgrown portions of the nursery. Boundaries of the planting area will be staked. He is 
scheduled to pick up the trees tomorrow. Clark will plant the seedlings next weekend with the 
help of 15-20 scouts. Clark hopes to achieve a good yield from the planted seedlings so that 
another Eagle scout candidate after him will have the opportunity to carry on this replanting 
program.  
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Board members thanked both young men for their community projects and commended them on 
their presentations.  
 
The Parks & Recreation Board welcomed new Council liaison Dan McCleary.                                                     
 
Janet Mooney of 19111 Devonshire stated that she was asked by a student yesterday if the 
Village had any intention of establishing a skate park at Beverly Park. Mooney did not think 
there was interest in a skate park but encouraged the student to attend a Parks and Recreation 
Board meeting to express his views.    
 
YMCA DAY CAMP – LINDA BROOKS, SENIOR PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
Linda Brooks, Senior Program Director for the Birmingham Branch of the YMCA, stated that 
the she appreciates the opportunity to hold their day camp at Beverly Park again. Last year the 
organization tried a new initiative and combined with some of the other YMCA’s to hold its day 
camp in Holly. The opportunities and the outdoor setting at this resident camp were exceptional, 
but people were not interested in having their children bussed for an hour to and from the camp 
on a daily basis. 
 
Beverly Park is centrally located and is a wonderful facility. Brooks was informed that the Parks 
and Recreation Board has agreed to allow the YMCA to use the park this summer but that 
members had a few questions. Brooks provided Board members with a packet including a parent 
handbook and information about day camps in the area.  
 
Brooks addressed a question about the ratio of children to staff. She assured the Board that the 
YMCA follows the State policy whereby 6-8 year-olds have one counselor for every 8 children. 
For the 9-11 year-olds, there is one counselor for every 10 children. In addition, there are no 
children assigned to the Director, who leads the camp. All staff members are a minimum of 18 
years of age. The Director is over 21 and a college graduate. They go through about 36 hours of 
training covering areas of supervision of children to age appropriate activities to recognition and 
prevention of child abuse. Camp staff is certified in CPR and First Aid. Brooks remarked that she 
makes regular visitations to the camps.  
 
In answer to an inquiry, Brooks stated that the YMCA sends a replacement if a counselor does 
not come or calls in sick at the last minute. The proper ratio of staff to children is maintained. 
She mentioned that there are auditors who conduct spot checks to make sure that the YMCA 
complies with the regulations of the association. 
 
It is anticipated that about 50 children will participate in the camp from June 14 through August 
15. The counselors will have walkie-talkies plus two cell phones so that they can communicate 
with each other. The camp will make other arrangements when groups have the pavilion 
reserved.  
 
Brooks will speak with the counselors about the Board’s concern that they supervise the campers 
so that they do not intimidate young children or use bad language when using the playground 
equipment.   
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A fee of $1,025 will be charged to the YMCA to cover the park opener fees. Pasieka commented 
that the Board will look forward to an after action report sometime in the fall to discuss the year. 
The Board thanked Linda Brooks for her presentation.   
 
PAVILION PROJECT UPDATE 
Patrick Westerlund of Westerlund Architects discussed the design philosophies that he has 
developed through working with the Board on objectives for the pavilion project. He displayed 
drawings depicting four alternate site plans and highlighted features of each of the schemes for 
the pavilion renovation.  
  
There followed a comprehensive discussion of the four schemes considering items including the 
location and design of the restrooms, traffic pattern of park users, material selection, color 
scheme, and construction cost.    
 
The pros and cons of each design were evaluated by Board members. There was a consensus to 
proceed with Site Plan #4 using the restroom floor plan depicted in Site Plan #2. It was thought 
that this version gives a good first impression of an attractive elevation and materials. It will 
provide more privacy for the restrooms.  
 
A suggestion was made to add a brick terrace bordered by a half wall and landscaping on the 
north side of the pavilion and place some picnic tables in this area. This would keep people on 
the walkway rather than cutting through the pavilion to reach the playground. A terrace on the 
south side could also be considered depending on the location of sun and shade.  
 
Board members asked Westerlund to consider modifications to the walkway that would direct 
pedestrian traffic from the parking lot towards the flagpole area so they would use the walkway 
to the playground rather than cutting through the pavilion.  
 
Westerlund will put together more detailed aspects of the plan for consideration at the next 
meeting.  
 
TREE PLANTING PROPOSAL 
At its last meeting the Parks and Recreation Board considered several tree planting proposals 
prepared by a subcommittee of Harmon, Pasieka and Judd Hart from J.H. Hart Urban Forestry. A 
modified proposal was generated following that discussion.  
 
Harmon outlined a draft proposal based on a program being used successfully by a community in 
the area. The municipality purchases trees at a group discount and offers them to the residents 
with the community paying for a portion of the cost. The trees are planted and guaranteed by the 
nursery. Nurseries would be asked to bid on this proposal. The purpose of the program is to 
encourage tree planting in the Village on private property, rights-of-ways, and the park. Harmon 
noted that the program can be implemented whether or not it is subsidized by the Village.  
 
Proposal D could be used with Proposal C if residents want to donate trees to the park. There are 
three suggested trees listed as part of the proposal. Harmon commented that more types of trees 
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could be added to the program once the Board agrees on a proposal. The subcommittee is 
looking for consensus from the Board.  
 
Board and audience members discussed the proposal and requested additional information. An 
expanded subcommittee of McCleary, Schmitt and Mooney along with Harmon, Pasieka, and 
Hart will meet to formulate firm recommendations for a tree planting proposal.  The Parks and 
Recreation Board will hold its May meeting on Thursday, May 13 to discuss the proposal and 
forward a recommendation to Council for consideration at its May 18 meeting. 
  
PLAQUE UPDATE 
Board members are in receipt of a handout providing them with the history of the plaque located 
in the municipal building lobby recognizing individuals who made donations to Beverly Park. 
The wording on the plaque as is follows: “The Village of Beverly Hills Parks and Recreation 
Board gratefully acknowledges the following contributors to our park”. There is space for 50 
engraved entries on the plaque, only 16 of which have been filled since the plaque was erected in 
1985.  
 
The Board agreed to expanding the guidelines for recognition on the plaque to make individuals, 
families, groups, or organizations eligible to be acknowledged not only for monetary 
contributions but for doing things to improve or promote the park. The Parks and Recreation 
Board will consider additions to the plaque on an annual basis. Recognition will be restricted to 
individuals who are not on Council or Village Boards. There will be no years placed on the 
entries.  
 
There was a consensus of the Board to add the following names to the plaque: 
 
 Boy Scout Troop 1024    Alan Cobleigh 
 Cub Scout Troop 1024    Ann Woodman 
 Boy Scout Troop 1029    Phil and Loma Schmitt 
 Village Woman’s Club of Beverly Hills  Janet Mooney 
 Beverly Hills Garden Club    Stuart Westcott 
 Beverly Hills Lions Club    Sharon Pugh 
 Beverly Hills Little League    Phyllis Lauer 
 Friends of Beverly Park    Don Greening 
 
 Motion by Nelson, seconded by Wilms, to request expenditure of funds to engrave the 

above listed names on the Parks and Recreation plaque displayed in the municipal 
building lobby.  

 
 Motion carried. 
 
BRICKS 
Davis reported that the latest order has been received and the bricks are being installed in the 
park walkway.  
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PARK CLEAN UP 
The Park Clean up is scheduled for Saturday, May 8 at 10 a.m.  Board members volunteered to 
be responsible for coordinating volunteer efforts in specific areas in the park. Scout groups and 
the Little League will be contacted. The Lion’s Club will be asked to supply refreshments as it 
does each year.  
 
PARK CONCERT SERIES 
Nagle reported that Teen Age Band Night was taken off the schedule of summer concerts in the 
park this year. This concert was proposed to be coordinated with the Groves High School Senior 
Skip Day on May 28. It was decided by a vote of the students that Senior Skip Day would be 
replaced by an organized trip to an amusement park. This cancellation will be published in the 
next Villager newsletter.  
 
The three Wednesday concerts are as follows: July 14 – Sun Messengers; July 21 – Bobby Lewis 
and the Cracker Jack Band; and July 28 – Steve King & the Dittlies.   
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
McCleary suggested that the Board contact the Eagle newspaper to publicize the summer park 
concerts.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Pasieka reported that Manager Murphy is in contact with a consultant with regard to preparing 
preliminary plans for the next park project, which will be ball diamond improvements. John 
Mooney has come forward with a proposal to improve the infield of the south baseball diamond 
used by the Little League.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Davis stated that the Avenue Gallery in Birmingham raffled off a floral piece of art by Darryl 
Trott.  Ticket proceeds went to the Beverly Hills Garden Club so that they could donate $1,000 
towards planting trees in Beverly Park.  
 
Nelson commented on the trees that were lost in Beverly Park and the lack of shade in the picnic 
area. He hopes that the Village can plant replacement trees as soon as possible.  
 
O’Reilly commented that the Easter Egg Hunt in the park on April 10 was a great event. Opening 
Day festivities for the Little League will be on Sunday, May 2 in Beverly Park.  
 
O’Reilly announced that Andrew O’Reilly will be acknowledged at an Eagle Scout Court of 
Honor ceremony on Wednesday, April 28 at Groves High School. The ceremony will recognize 
Andrew’s efforts to complete an Eagle Scout project in the park whereby he constructed 93 steps 
on the south side of the sled hill. Andrew O’Reilly received a Special Tribute from the Michigan 
State Senate signed by State Senator Gilda Jacobs.  
 
Nagle questioned the Board’s approval of the YMCA request to hold its summer camp in the 
park this season.  
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Greening informed the Board that John Mooney donated his car to charity with the money to be 
given to Beverly Park.  
 
 Motion by Harmon, seconded by O’Reilly, to adjourn the meeting at 9:52 p.m.  
 
 Motion carried.  
 
 
Patricia Greening, Chair  Ellen E. Marshall  Susan Bernard 
Parks and Recreation Board Village Clerk   Recording Secretary 
 
 
  
  
     


	Absent:None

