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Present: Vice-Chairperson Nagle; Members: Davis, Nelson, O’Reilly and Wilms    
 
Absent: Greening and Harmon  
 
Also Present: Assistant to the Manager, Pasieka  
 Council Liaison, Schmitt 
  
Vice-Chairperson Nagle called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the municipal building at 
18500 W. Thirteen Mile Road.   
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING 
HELD ON OCTOBER 16, 2003 
 Motion by Davis, seconded by O’Reilly, that the minutes of a regular Parks and 

Recreation Board meeting held on October 16, 2003 be approved as submitted. 
 
 Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
UPDATE REGARDING WINTER FAMILY FUN DAY – JANUARY 18, 2004 
Nelson, who is organizing this year’s Winter Family Fun Day, updated the Board on the event 
noting that volunteers will be needed. Davis offered to take care of the refreshments. Nelson 
suggested spending some of the money allocated to this event on signage to publicize the 
activity. He suggested a sign on the fence near the sled hill.  
 
The Parks and Recreation Board will discuss the Winter Family Fun Day at its January meeting.  
 
PROPOSED LETTER FOR VILLAGER NEWSLETTER 
Board members reviewed a letter drafted by O’Reilly to be included in the next Villager 
Newsletter. The letter expresses gratitude from the Parks and Recreation Board to the many 
volunteers and supporters who have provided cooperation, support, money and physical labor 
toward park activities and improvements. It extends a plea to everyone to help the Village 
address the visual change in the park landscape that will occur because of the emerald ash borer 
infestation that will result in the removal of at least 150 trees this winter. 
 
The Park Opportunities Program is outlined in the article. The program has been created so that 
donations can be earmarked towards the purchase of replacement trees as well as picnic tables, 
benches, charcoal grills and trash receptacles. A descriptive flyer is available at the Village 
offices for people to review.  
 
DISCUSS ACCEPTANCE OF VILLAGE WOMAN’S CLUB GIFT OF TWO PICNIC 
TABLES 
The Village Woman’s Club of Beverly Hills has donated funds to cover the cost of two new 
picnic tables for Beverly Park. One picnic table will be wheelchair accessible, and both tables are 
of recycled plastic composition on the tabletop and benches. It is intended to locate the new 
picnic tables in the pavilion and move two of the older tables near the play structure.  
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  Motion by Nelson, seconded by O’Reilly, to accept the generous gift from the Village 
Woman’s Club of Beverly Hills of two picnic tables for Beverly Park.  

 
 Motion carried.  
   
BRICK SALES 
Davis reported that orders for personalized bricks are continuing. Bricks from the last order were 
installed in the Beverly Park walkway on November 10.  
 
SLED HILL UPDATE 
O’Reilly reported that new steps on the sled hill were installed as an Eagle Scout project initiated 
by Andy O’Reilly and Michael Sabat. The scouts and their teams of volunteers worked for five 
consecutive weekends to install 191 steps on the north and south sides of the sled hill. Board 
members are in receipt of a report that summarizes what was done each weekend. O’Reilly stated 
that it took in excess of 350 man hours for the installation of the steps.  
 
It was reviewed that the initial engineering estimates for the sled hill project were $77,000-
$90,000. The final cost of the entire sled hill project was less than $15,000 due to the efforts of 
these scouts. The sled railing was installed by a contractor at a cost of $11,276. The final cost for 
the material used to construct the steps was $3,016.36.  
 
Parks and  Recreation Board members commented on this extraordinary undertaking and serious 
time commitment by these scouts. The Board commended everyone involved including the 
volunteer laborers under the supervision of Jim O’Reilly and Larry Sabat. They wanted to do 
something to show the Board’s and the Village’s appreciation for their efforts. It was agreed that, 
at a minimum, one or more plaques should be installed on the top or bottom steps recognizing 
the work of these scouts.  
 
 Motion by Wilms, seconded by Nelson, that the Parks and Recreation Board recommend 

to administration that one or more appropriate plaques be purchased and installed at the 
sled hill to recognize the extraordinary efforts of Mike Sabat and Andy O’Reilly, who 
organized an Eagle Scout project to construct new sled hill steps.   

 
 Motion carried.  
 
DISCUSS CANCELLATION OF DECEMBER MEETING 
 Motion by O’Reilly, seconded by Nelson, to cancel the December meeting of the Parks 

and Recreation Board due to the holidays and lack of agenda items.   
 
 Motion carried.  
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Schmitt reminded Board members to use the Village’s tax ID number when making park 
purchases so as not to pay sales tax.   
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Schmitt asked the Board to consider further extending the fence at the top of the north end of the 
sled hill. The Board agreed with this assessment, and Pasieka will forward the request to the 
appropriate individuals.   
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Pasieka circulated photographs of the Dodge Park sign that has been installed on the left column 
of the park entrance. He mentioned that the third paving brick order was installed in the pathway 
into the park on November 10.  
 
Pasieka reported that, at its last meeting, Council authorized Hubbell, Roth & Clark to proceed 
with a feasibility study for dredging the Mill Pond in an amount not to exceed $6,500.00.  
 
Groups from Groves High School doing environmental studies at Douglas Evans nature preserve 
have noticed on four different dates that there was a great deal of dog feces left on the property.   
Pasieka observed that Douglas Evans is an area where there is not the same volume of people 
watching out for dogs that are not on a leash.  He proposed purchasing a device on the market 
called “Dispoz A Scoop” that will allow visitors to scoop and seal dog feces in a bag. A 
dispenser is available that could be installed at Douglas-Evans. It will require a waste container 
to be located in the area.  
 
If the Board endorses this item, Pasieka will make the purchase. He believes that the cost for the 
dispenser and supplies will be less than $500. The Board may want to consider purchasing one of 
these items for Beverly Park if it receives use at Douglas Evans. The Board endorsed the idea 
and directed Pasieka to proceed with the purchase of this device for Douglas Evans.   
 
Board members are in receipt of a letter from Kim Terry, Cub Scout Day Camp Director, 
outlining plans and a request for the use of Beverly Park as a day camp facility for the 2004 
season. The Board discussed the request to run both a day camp and twilight camp on July 12-
16, 2004. The total camp population is expected to be 600-800 boys between the ages of 6 to 10 
years old. It is requested to have a few tents set up for some of their staff to stay overnight and 
keep an eye on the equipment to avoid the need to set up and tear down every day.  
  
Pasieka remarked that this is a big undertaking that involves stress on the park, but the Village 
wants to support the scouts in the community. The event was allowed last year. He mentioned 
that setting up tents overnight to safeguard the equipment would take some negotiation with the 
event organizers. The scouts are looking for an indication of whether they will be allowed back 
so they can start planning.  
 
Nagle stated that she thought the park looked good last year for the amount of scouts that 
participated in the event. In answer to an inquiry, Pasieka stated that there were no problems with 
this event last year.  
 
Because the Park closes at 10 p.m., Schmitt questioned whether special permission would be 
needed to allow staff members to stay overnight to watch over their equipment. He suggested 
that Attorney Tom Ryan be consulted.  
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The Parks and Recreation Board endorsed the request of the scouts to use Beverly Park for a day 
camp facility in July of 2004 with the condition that Pasieka work out the details with respect to 
allowing a few tents overnight.  
 
Pasieka noted that Harmon will be working on the tree portion of the park opportunities program. 
It will be ready for spring. 
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Davis commented that the Village owes a big debt of thanks to the scouts who undertook 
installing steps on the sled hill as their Eagle Scout project. The completed project looks 
wonderful and adds to the park. Nagle agreed and added that she was stunned by the engineering 
feat as well as the scouts’ time and dedication. She thanked Larry Sabat and Jim O’Reilly for 
their involvement. Wilms mentioned that this was an amazing amount of time for these young 
men to dedicate to this undertaking.   
 
Since this will be the last meeting of the year, O’Reilly congratulated the entire Board for the 
year that it had – the concert in the park series, the success of Halloween Hoot, and the Winter 
Family Fun Day. The Board installed a gazebo near the pond that was dedicated in the name of 
Bill Pfeifer. New sled hill steps were constructed. He commended all members of the Board for 
their contributions to these undertakings and wished everyone a happy holiday.  
 
Nelson thanked O’Reilly and Larry Sabat for their hard work supervising the scouts on their 
Eagle project.   
 
 Motion by O’Reilly, seconded by Nelson, that the meeting be adjourned at 8:47 p.m.  
 
 Motion carried.  
 
 
 
 
Cynthia Nagle, Vice-Chair     Ellen E. Marshall             Susan Bernard 
Parks and Recreation Board    Village Clerk  Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


	Absent:Greening and Harmon
	APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING HELD ON OCTOBER 16, 2003

