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Present: Chairperson Greening; Members: Davis, Harmon, Nelson, and O’Reilly    
 
Absent: Nagle and Wilms 
 
Also Present: Assistant to the Manager, Pasieka  
 Council Liaison, Schmitt 
 Council member, Mooney 
  
Chairperson Greening called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the municipal building at 18500 
W. Thirteen Mile Road.   
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF REGULAR PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING 
HELD ON SEPTEMBER 16, 2003 
 Motion by Harmon, seconded by Nelson, that the minutes of a regular Parks and 

Recreation Board meeting held on September 16, 2003 be approved as submitted. 
 
 Motion carried. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF JOINT COUNCIL/PARKS & RECREATION BOARD 
MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 18, 2003 
 Motion by Nelson, seconded by O’Reilly, that the minutes of a joint meeting of the 

Council and Parks and Recreation Board held on September 18, 2003 be approved as 
submitted. 

 
 Motion carried. 
 
DISCUSS RIVERSIDE PARK 
Improvements to the Riverside Park pond was a topic of discussion at the September joint 
meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board and Council. A motion was passed by Council to 
request Public Services Director Spallasso to contact Hubbell, Roth & Clark (HRC) regarding 
the low level of the pond and discuss what options might be available to ensure that the pond 
does not become a public health risk.  
 
Greening has been informed by Manager Murphy that, as part of the NPDES permit, the Village 
will consider undertaking a feasibility study in the Spring of 2004 to investigate the possibility of 
dredging the pond. Spallasso has talked to HRC about Riverside pond and expects to have a 
proposal and work plan from them before the Spring deadline. Following the study, the Village 
will need to secure funds to conduct the work provided that dredging is feasible.  
 
Greening observed that it appears that a resident on the east side of the pond on Rosevear is 
causing some type of fill dirt to encroach into the water. Pasieka will ask the code enforcement 
officer to investigate this. He will also check on grant availability for dredging.  
 
DISCUSS SLED HILL 
O’Reilly reported that the wood has been delivered and volunteers will start work on building the 
sled hill steps with his supervision this Saturday. He outlined the plan and how the scouts and 
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their crews will be organized to get as much done as they can each weekend until the project is 
completed over three or four weekends.  
  
DISCUSS PARK PAVILLION 
Harmon related that Pat Greening, Phil Schmitt, Janet Mooney and he met in the park prior to 
tonight’s meeting to discuss proposed pavilion improvements with Jeff Housman, an architect 
who lives in the Village. The Board’s initial plan for pavilion renovation was outlined, and 
Housman offered several suggestions. He proposed that the storage and restroom addition be 
enlarged incrementally with the existing pavilion for aesthetic reasons. Housman will prepare a 
rough drawing of the proposed pavilion improvements for the Board’s review.  
 
Pasieka suggested that the restroom entrances remain open to prevent potential problems but 
with the ability to be locked when the Village wants them inaccessible. It is proposed that there 
will be two stalls in each restroom. Greening stated that Housman suggested having the men’s 
and women’s entrances at opposite sides of the structure.   
 
Greening mentioned that the Beverly Hills Little League has offered to pay to have a storage area 
in the pavilion. Mooney remarked that Housman concurs with the suggestion to build a small 
storage unit near the ball diamonds.    
 
Harmon commented that the architect questioned the actual location of water and sewer lines 
into the pavilion. Pasieka will discuss this with Spallasso and forward any information on 
utilities to Harmon.  
 
ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS 
Pasieka stated that there is a November 18 deadline for submitting articles for the next Villager 
newsletter.   
 
Pasieka asked for and received direction from the Board on the location of the Dodge Brothers 
State Park No. 6  sign and the two Clean Michigan Initiative signs.  
 

Motion by O’Reilly, seconded by Harmon, to recommend that the two Clean Michigan 
Initiative signs be displayed on one pillar at the entrance to the parking lot and that the 
Dodge Brothers State Park No. 6 sign be attached to the other pillar.  
 

 Motion carried.  
 
Board members are in receipt of a report dated October 10, 2003 on the park pond following a 
visit from Matthew Dykstra, Water Quality Agent, Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program 
from Michigan State University Extension. Pasieka noted that the report emphasized the 
importance of bank stabilization. The Board will review the report for further discussion at the 
next meeting.  
 
LIAISON COMMENTS 
Schmitt stated that additional gravel is needed on the main path in the park. Pasieka will follow 
up on this.  
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Schmitt stated that the Michigan Gardener publication recommends 10 plants to replace Ash 
trees.    
 
Mooney commented on the great job that the Parks and Recreation Board is doing.  
 
BOARD COMMENTS 
Davis stated that the Garden Club has donated $300 towards plantings around the gazebo. It will 
be up to the Village to do the planting.   
 
Davis questioned whether the Board wants to continue the paving brick fund-raising program. 
She mentioned that there have been occasional problems with engraving mistakes. Davis related 
a specific incident involving a misunderstanding between a resident and the Woman’s Club as to 
whether this person’s donation to the park included an engraved brick. It was noted that there 
have been other instances where people have donated money towards park improvements and 
expected a brick. Pasieka added to the explanation relative to this specific instance.   
 
Board and Council members discussed whether to maintain the brick program. It was the 
consensus of the Parks and Recreation Board to continue the program. Greening maintains that 
there is enough profit on brick sales to make it worthwhile to continue. People who order 
personalized bricks will be told that their brick will be purchased and installed as soon as there 
are enough applications to send in a bulk order of about 50 bricks.  Davis agreed to continue to 
manage the brick program.  
 
It was suggested to initiate a brick drive next Spring to raise money to replace Ash trees in the 
park. The idea is that a person who has already bought a brick will buy another one if the 
program is linked to a specific improvement.  
 
Nelson volunteered to organize the Winter Family Fun Day this year on January 18, 2004. The 
Cub Scout Klondike event is planned for January 17th.  
 
Greening reminded everyone of the Halloween Hoot on Sunday, October 26.  
 
 Motion by O’Reilly, seconded by Harmon, to adjourn the meeting at 8:21 p.m. 
 
 Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
Patricia Greening, Chairperson    Ellen E. Marshall             Susan Bernard 
Parks and Recreation Board    Village Clerk  Recording Secretary 
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